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What have we done?
Yet another mother’s son
Taken from us on the day of African Liberation
A day that should have been a celebration
Will now be etched in memory
As a day of total sadness and treachery
George Floyd died because of hate
A prejudice so ingrained and innate
That it is as normal as blinking
So we open our mouths without even thinking
Of our words and their implications
When we should stand as one global nation
For justice and equality
And for all humanity
Irrespective of colour - yellow, white, black or brown
So that no other black person is ever beaten down
All lives matter, some might want us to say?
Alright, okay…
But, answer me this
When we say save our whales, rhinos or trees
Do we mean down with all the other species?
No, we simply mean let’s keep perspective
And in times of real threat, let’s be more introspective
Is your life a constant test of survival and right to be?
With no end to racial injustice nor police brutality
You see, in our world whiteness trumps the right to live
It’s the benchmark for who loses and wins
It is so endemic
A sickness, a pandemic
That creeps in and takes hold
And leads us to believe all that we’re told
That damaged property matters more than lives lost
And that privileged interests must be preserved at all cost
The reality is that class and race go hand-in-hand
So if you are poor and black your life is surely damned
Perhaps think of George Floyd whenever you feel
Oppressed, unheard or have a raw deal
He died pressed against the floor
Not pleading for anything more
Than his mama and air to breathe
And the natural right to be free
So, I ask again, do all lives matter right now?
Especially when it’s primarily a problem if you’re black or brown?
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EDITORS

STANLEY HENKEMAN is the Executive Director of
the Institute for Justice and Reconciliation (IJR).

17 July, proclaimed as World Day for International Justice,
commemorates the anniversary of the 1998 Rome Statute, that
led to the establishment of the International Criminal Court
(ICC). The ICC’s mandate is to hold to account perpetrators of
mass atrocities that violate international law. The observance
of this day also illuminates the pursuit of justice as understood
more comprehensively - including: social, economic and
ecological justice.
It is within this context that Community Chest and the
Institute for Justice and Reconciliation (IJR) have collaborated
to produce this online publication, “Serving Justice in a time
of Global Crisis: Having Inconvenient Conversations” to mark
World Day for International Justice.
The Task Force for Justice in their Justice for All 2019 Report
indicated that 1.5 billion people experienced a failure in
justice, which affected marginalised communities, which has
since been exacerbated by the COVID-19 pandemic.

As suggested by the publication sub-title, the contributions
bring to the surface inconvenient conversations about the
status quo.
René August and Craig Stewart of the Warehouse Trust argue
the necessity of having these conversations to move towards
building a just, sustainable and resilient society. The discomfort
is also connected to the fact that the pandemic has thrust us
into a space and forced these inconvenient conversations
upon us, but they urge us to embrace the process nonetheless
and not flee from such uncomfortable engagement.
“Injustice unveiled in this manner is inconvenient as it forces
us to confront that which we have previously ignored or simply
accepted. Injustice unveiled in this manner is inconvenient as
it stirs the imagination and provokes movement towards an
alternate society where life is different. Apocalyptic times are
disorienting and painful but they can also have within them
seeds able to produce a robust and resilient justice.”

In South Africa, this failure has been demonstrated by the
actions of members of the South African security forces and
law enforcement agencies, who were deployed at the start
of the lockdown to enforce regulations. South Africa has
recorded an extraordinarily high number of arrests during
lockdown with over 230 000 arrests reported by 1 June with at
least 10 deaths, all Black people, because of actions by security
forces. The food security crisis, evictions of vulnerable people,
increased loss of income and unemployment, have worsened
during the pandemic – all speak to the nature of an unjust
system, which does not prioritise the wellbeing and dignity of
people.

Focusing on vulnerable communities, Tshenolo Tshoaedi, from
the Community Advice Offices South Africa (CAOSA) reflects
on the role played by community advice offices during the
COVID-19 health crisis. She comments that the hunger for food
can be compared to the hunger for justice in communities,
which are starved of both.

The contributions to the publication have been made by a
range of organisations and individuals concerned with justice
in South Africa and universally. It is said that a vision consists
of two components, a dissatisfaction with the status quo and
a quest for an alternative. The contributions all articulate a
compelling vision for a different and more just society. As part
of their expressions of outrage our contributors express the
need to unmask the invisibility and voicelessness of people
who are poor, black, young, female and migrants.

Ignatius France of The Justice Desk, argues that the socioeconomic reality of the majority of South Africans has
deteriorated during the COVID-19 lockdown, which can only
be addressed by political will and principled partnership
between government, civil society, business and labour.

The contributors provide insights into what should be done,
when they assert that we must work towards empowering the
victims of injustice to shift the distortions that prevail about
them. Communities are encouraged to own their narratives,
find their voice to demand what they deserve, be empowered
to call out racism, expose the scourge of consumerism and
‘affluenza’ and to work for social, economic, racial and climate
justice.
What have we done? A poem by Kumi Naidoo opens the
publication.
Senzeni Na? meaning “What have we done? was widely sung
during the anti-apartheid struggle, including at the funeral of
Black Consciousness leader, Steve Biko, in September 1977
and popularised during the 1980s. This question is echoed
in the poem which calls for introspection and laments the
killing of George Floyd, yet another victim of police brutality in
Minneapolis, USA on 25 May, on Africa Day.
His killing caused outrage and lit the fuse for #BlackLivesMatter
protests throughout the world.
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ZENARIAH BARENDS is the Director of the Sediba
Global Partnership Office at Community Chest.

“The concept of justice has long been thought of as one that
is affected in or during court proceedings but this global crisis
of COVID-19 has clearly shown that justice is like food. It is
necessary nourishment for individuals and communities to see
growth, development and the good health of its society. ”

“This partnership, between the state, civil society, business and
labour, must be designed with the principles of transparency,
accountability and justice in mind. Justice for many South
Africans is the meeting of basic human rights standards and the
efficiency of a responsive state. We are called to reformulate
justice in this new normal.”
The Black Sash’s Lynette Maart, argues that the implementation
of a Basic Income Grant (BIG) to economically stressed South
Africans between the ages of 18 and 59 is the embodiment
of justice for the most vulnerable. While the Black Sash
acknowledges the temporary Social Relief of Distress Grant as
a welcome innovation, it is viewed as an insufficient response
to the pervasive inequality which still defines South Africa 26
years after a democratic government was elected.
“For those South Africans whose livelihoods have been
devastated by the lockdown, those who have been retrenched,
the young adult with less and less hope of finding gainful
employment and the growing numbers who now face
starvation, not to provide basic income support is a particularly
painful betrayal. In this unprecedented health and economic
global emergency, South Africa cannot afford not to provide
basic income support to the millions of people who are now
economically desperate.”

Dominique Dryding of the Institute for Justice and
Reconciliation (IJR), questions the racism and discrimination
still prevalent at private schools in Cape Town. As a private
school joined the #blackouttuesday social media protest
against the killing of George Floyd, they faced a backlash from
current and former pupils. The students took to social media
commenting on the racial discrimination they experienced at
this and other private schools.
“While the world has been reeling from the effects of COVID-19,
on both physical and economic well-being, two ever-present
pandemics rage on. President Cyril Ramaphosa, in one of his
recent addresses noted that gender-based violence is South
Africa’s second pandemic. Between COVID-19 and racism, I am
unsure which pandemic comes in first and which one comes in
third.”
Sharon Ekambaram from Lawyers for Human Rights (LHR)
writes that most complaints received through the legal support
hotline set up during lockdown were from black people,
regarding abuses perpetrated by the security forces against
Black individuals and communities, including many foreign
nationals. She questions whose agenda is served by these
harsh actions, which continue to criminalise black bodies.
“People who never have to confront the inconvenience of a long
queue at the taxi rank, the clustered existence of an informal
settlement or the reality of living hand to mouth and how all
this increases the risk of exposure to corona infection and the
livelihood destruction that this entails.”
As COVID-19 surges in the United States, leading the world in
both infections and deaths, Marcelle Mentor of the Sediba
Global Partnership Office, writes about the reaction to the
killing of George Floyd. She states that as the globe grapples
with this virus, black bodies are still being terrorised. She
asserts that his death may be a tipping point, with mass action
in the US led by outraged black youth calling for justice.
“Who deserves this love? Is it not true that ALL of us deserve
this love and justice? If true, then the pursuit of justice is even
more pressing now than ever before; amid the spike in cases in
certain places of the world and despite us having a global death
toll of over 500,000 from the Coronavirus to date; NOW is the
time to push forward in our pursuit of justice and equity.”
Expanding on the notion of the solidarity that the pandemic
requires in this critical juncture, human and environmental
rights activist, Kumi Naidoo, reiterates the relationship
between racial, social, economic and ecological justice. He
refers to “affluenza”, which permeates our society and is
unsustainable for our world to thrive.
“Affluenza, essentially, is the deep obsession with acquiring
material wealth and using wealth to stratify society. By careful
design; those with more money have access to better health,
education, social conditions, goods and services, than those
who have less material wealth. People with the least money are
largely invisible, as are their priorities, concerns and interests.
COVID-19 reminds us that these persons are not nobodies…”
IJR’s Gugu Nonjinge asserts that the coronavirus pandemic
and the environmental crisis are inseparably linked. She hones
in on the climate crisis and its disproportionate impact on
African countries and argues that justice cannot be achieved
without ecological justice.

In the concluding contribution, we return to the inconvenient
conversation that needs to be had in relation to justice.
Community Chest’s Lorenzo Davids, urges us to relook at the
concept of justice and consider it more expansively. He calls
out those who talk but do not act to effect justice. He argues
that real engagement about a comprehensive justice will be
inconvenient and costly.
“There is a "social acceptance of one's relevance" when one is
seen to be talking about social justice or of one's involvement
in it. But has the term "social justice" become an escape route
for those who avoid talking about justice and its inconvenient
implications? ...Has it become nouveau to talk about social
justice – while avoiding to talk about justice in its totality?”
COVID-19 has immersed the world into an unprecedented
crisis. Einstein famously remarked that ‘We cannot solve our
problems with the same level of thinking that created them.’
As a global society we find ourselves in a state of liminality
where we know that we are moving from what was normal
in the past but the future has not yet unfolded. The crisis
created the ideal opportunity to refocus on what is wrong,
reflect on the injustices and inconsistencies in our society
and rethink what justice should look like in order to have the
inconvenient conversations that will prevent us from going
back and ultimately set us on a path for setting the agenda for
an alternative reality.
The contributors to this publication were intentional about
surfacing the issues that brought us to this point. They argue
that exclusion, inequality, brutalisation, consumerism, racism,
superficiality, and lack of concern for the poor and marginalised
all contribute to the state of our society. The enemy of the
people could be one or a combination of capitalist, sexist,
gendered, classist or racist systems or people. What is needed
is to take the conversations beyond empty policies, hollow
declarations and to completely dismantle the offensive
practices and structures.
The authors make a collective call for radical and transformative
action and change which should result in shifting the attitudes,
world views, cultural belief and practices and leaders that are
prepared to shift the dominant narratives. Narratives that need
to be dismantled and redefined include our frigidity towards
the poor, the disadvantaged, the alienated and the humiliated,
our comfort with the economic systems that promote
inequality and elevate consumerism that has become the god
of our time. We need to interrupt the dominant narratives
that promote whiteness as the ultimate achievement and
entrench the lie that capitalism is the answer to our need to
live decent lives.
The authors agitate for the establishment and promotion
of new and transformative narratives that promote values
that are inclusive and empowering, systems that serve the
people and protect the environment and justice that is real,
comprehensive and affirming. The new narratives require that
we are alert to the danger of being perpetrators by association.
The quest for real and lasting justice will require inconvenient
conversations and the will to act.
Zenariah Barends | Stan Henkeman
Friday, 17 July 2020
Cape Town, South Africa

“In fact, COVID-19 is just one manifestation of the ecological
emergency as a direct result of our continuous exploitation
and mismanagement of the natural world. Both COVID-19
and climate change underscore a fundamental concept about
justice that frontline communities have known and felt for all
too long.”
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RENÉ AUGUST

INCOVENIENT FOR WHOM?
An apocalypse is generally understood to be an ending, the
dramatic destruction of the world or of civilisation. However,
the root Greek word describes an uncovering, unveiling or
revealing rather than an ending or destruction. Thus the
final apocalyptic book in the Christian scriptures is the book
of Revelation, a book of unveiling or revealing. COVID-19 is
apocalyptic in many ways but one of these is in its unveiling of
the evil and destructive systems of injustice and oppression in
our neighbourhoods, society and the world. The coronavirus
pandemic is not creating destructive injustice but rather
making it visible, revealing that which we would prefer remains
hidden.
Injustice unveiled in this manner is inconvenient as it forces us
to confront that which we have previously ignored or simply
accepted. Injustice unveiled in this manner is inconvenient as
it stirs the imagination and provokes movement towards an
alternate society where life is different. Apocalyptic times are
disorienting and painful but they can also have within them
seeds able to produce a robust and resilient justice. For these
seeds to be sown and nurtured will require that we develop
the capacity for and practice in inconvenient conversations,
conversations that may feel apocalyptic to some in order for
them to produce the fruit we are working for.
Inconvenient conversations cannot simply be discussions
that entertain. They must be conversations in a context that
challenge and disrupt, a mutual and critical process that
generate shared understanding, meaning and creative action
with the capacity to shape the lives we lead individually and
collectively.[i] To produce a robust and resilient justice these
conversations must be inconvenient, most particularly for
those for whom the systems and structures of injustice and
oppression have worked. This inconvenience is not shaped by
what we talk about but by the community we are speaking
with and the manner in which we are speaking. The who and
the how rather than the what are critical if our conversations
are to produce a robust and resilient justice.
Inconvenient, justice producing conversations have the best
opportunity to be fruitful when the content, style, location
and culture of the conversation is determined by those

most negatively impacted by injustice, by those pushed to
the margins by the systems and structures of power in our
communities. For those of us addicted to and reliant on the
power to determine the agenda, content and style of our
engagement this becomes a very inconvenient and even
painful experience. These systems have worked for us and we
have learnt to function in them, using them to our advantage.
When that advantage is taken away we can feel exposed and
naked. When we intentionally place ourselves in conversations
shaped and determined by those on the margins we can
feel like Hans Christian Andersen’s Emperor who is suddenly
exposed as being naked, that the clothes he is wearing are no
clothes at all.
Justice-producing inconvenient conversations must do
the work of exposing the reality that much of our clothing,
jewellery and shoes are the scaffolding of the very injustices
we are fighting and often the very things working against
the fruit we are seeking. We must be willing to deepen our
resilience for these experiences in order to generate justice.
The stories of apocalypse in the Christian and Jewish scriptures
reveal injustice and destruction but they also speak about and
unveil good news, they nurture a prophetic imagination for
a different way of living. Prophets who proclaim peace when
there is no real peace, who whitewash walls are considered
no prophets at all as they refuse to make visible the reality of
injustice to those in comfort and with power.
Conversations that will produce a robust and resilient justice
must be prophetic, they must expose the reality of injustice
and must be inconvenient for those of us who live with, even
relative, comfort and power.
As a society, we need to embrace the ongoing practice of
these apocalyptic unveiling and inconvenient conversations if
we are to shape a just society. We must build our resilience
and capacity for these conversations not as the gateway to the
robust and resilient justice we hope for but as part of the very
fabric of its existence in our schools, organisations, institutions
and communities.

"When we intentionally place
ourselves in conversations
shaped and determined by those
on the margins we can feel
like Hans Christian Andersen’s
Emperor who is suddenly
exposed as being naked, that
the clothes he is wearing are no
clothes at all."

[i] Peter Westoby – Theory and Practice of Dialogical Community Development 4
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"Thus the investment
in justice, particularly
community justice is vital
for building communities
that are resilient."

JUSTICE IS NOURISHMENT FOR DEVELOPMENT – IT MUST
BEGIN IN COMMUNITIES

Food, by its very essence, is required for nourishment of
the body, mind and soul. The desperation for it, is based
on knowledge that the lack of it, would ultimately result in
malnourishment and in extreme cases - death. Looking at the
food parcels themselves, if their contents do not contain foods
that cause nourishment or if they are not enough to feed those
that are in need, then access to them becomes ineffective. To
be nourished means that one receives all that is necessary for
growth, development and good health.
The concept of justice has long been thought of as one that
is affected in or during court proceedings but this global crisis
of COVID-19 has clearly shown that justice is like food. It is
necessary nourishment for individuals and communities to see
growth, development and the good health of its society. South
Africa, with its extreme inequality, has seen stunted growth of
a majority of its population because the nourishment of justice
has not been placed in the hands of those that need it most.
In most South African townships or rural dwellings there
are various structures that exist for the advancement of the
communities’ wellbeing. Most of the time it is not the absence
of services and support, that compromise the livelihoods
of communities, but the disintegrated manner in which
many different structures and activities operate within each
community. Community Based Advice Offices work to remove
barriers and operate as a bridge that connect local and external
service providers to local communities.
In these offices are Community-based Paralegals that address
the day-to-day injustices that prevent poor and marginalised
communities from accessing their basic rights to dignity,
safety, socio-economic and general livelihood. What makes
their services critical is that they offer free services and they
are based in communities, making them very accessible. Their
continued existence has not been without challenges with
many having to close down due to lack of funding.
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The sector has required that these structures be seen as critical
for the advancement of justice at the level where it is needed
most. The position that justice is a form of nourishment for
the development of any society is the ethos in which these
offices operate. Community justice institutions like advice
offices work to ensure that the law, its administration and
processes are not divorced from the reality of the individual
and communities it is meant to enable.
Food insecurity during COVID-19 has highlighted a need
for change in how affected communities – mostly those
formerly classified as black and colored – are heavily reliant
on unsustainable servings of justice that cause further
degradation within dignity and increased vulnerability,
because of desperation.
The Community Advice Office (CAO) in the same community,
is unable to drive development because they too are overreliant on donor funding which has decreased substantially
due to South Africa’s categorisation as a developing country.
Unsustainable CAOs cannot drive empowerment or work
towards change in their communities because they face the
same challenges.

PHOTO CREDIT | https://foodtank.com/news/2020/05/a-growing-culture-uses-murals-to-highlight-work-of-immigrant-farm-workers/

As the Level Five lockdown was implemented in March, the
provincial WhatsApp groups for Community Advice Offices
South Africa was abuzz with advice office coordinators
enquiring from each other regarding food parcels and social
relief for those in communities that are finding themselves
facing extreme hunger. As deliberations and frustration
continued around the lack of information or the lack of the
actual food parcels themselves, these conversations sparked
a connection of an analogy between food parcels and access
to justice.

As the impacts of COVID-19 continue, the process of recovery
must begin in earnest with the first question being around
building hope and resilience through informed and empowered
communities. Ours is looking at the existing infrastructures in
communities and reviewing our partnership with traditional
and religious leaders to begin seeing their role as one of
influencing how individuals encounter and experience their
environments. It is instilling the belief that solutions will not
come from somebody who is from somewhere else.
To live is to eat, to be nourished and to be in complete
synchronisation with one’s environment. However, to live
with justice is to be heard as an individual that makes up the
community and community that is made up of individuals.
Thus the investment in justice – particularly community
justice – is vital for building communities that are resilient.
Resilience comes only through carefully laid plans, actioned
by committed communities who have a passion to create a
future that looks different to the reality that we face currently.
Serving justice is the necessary nourishment for development.
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NEW NORMAL REQUIRES NEW JUSTICE

SOCIO- ECONOMIC REALITIES
Prior to the outbreak of COVID-19, The World Bank noted that
South Africa’s economic performance was at 1.3% growth rate
in 2017, 0.8% growth rate in 2018 and a further 1.3% growth
rate in 2019.[i] The predicted performance of the economy,
prior to COVID-19, was hovering around a 1.7% growth rate
for 2020. According to our Finance Minister, South Africa’s
growth rate is now estimated around 0.9% for 2020.[ii]
In real terms it means more jobs will be lost, with South
Africa’s already high unemployment rate currently estimated
at 30.1%.[iii] It must be noted, that according to The World
Bank it is estimated that the richest 10% of the South African
population held approximately 71% of the net wealth of the
country in 2015.[iv] Due to the effects of COVID-19 on the
economies of the world, but especially on the South African
economy, we can expect this situation to worsen.
INCREASED DEMAND FOR SERVICE DELIVERY
The impact of COVID-19 will be exacerbated by an already
dwindling level of service delivery at the local level. Service
delivery is defined as “the distribution of basic resources
citizens depend on like water, electricity, sanitation
infrastructure, land, and housing”.[v] I would add one crucial
service to this list and that is, health services.
Due to the unprecedented job losses, more people will
become dependent on government provided services such
as health care. It is realistic to assume, due to the precarious
nature of most people’s employment that a significant amount
of people will be losing their jobs. It was estimated in 2015/16
that approximately 16% of South Africans had medical aid
coverage.[vi] This number will, in all likelihood decrease, as
people lose their income.

NEW NORMAL
The ‘new normal’ is, in essence, the continuation of the ‘old
normal’ with increased pressure on an already failing system.
COVID-19 has simply brought the problems we face as a
country to the surface and has served to highlight the cracks
that have existed in the infrastructure for years. The Human
Sciences Research Council (HSRC), noted that more than 55%
of residents of informal housing and two thirds of township
residents had no money to buy food, within the first two weeks
of the lockdown.[vii] The expected economic downturn means
that an increase in vulnerable households can be expected.
The socio-economic inequalities will remain unless there
is a concerted effort by the state to intervene. According to
Professor Amanda Gouws, the challenges brought by COVID-19
can be seen as opportunities to address the deep-rooted
systems of inequality.[viii] However, Gouws stated that ‘political
will’ is a key requirement for government-led interventions.
A key requirement for social justice according to Professor Thuli
Madonsela is “just and fair access to an equitable distribution
of opportunities, resources, privileges and burdens in a
group or between groups”.[ix] These requirements were not
being met by the South African state prior to the ravages of
COVID-19 and they will not be met during or after unless a
system reshuffle takes place.

PHOTO CREDIT | https://www.voices360.com/community-development/improvements-on-water-and-sanitation-service-delivery-19275716

INTRODUCTION
Since President Cyril Ramaphosa’s election to the presidency
there were several issues that needed urgent attention. These
issues included, but were not limited to, unemployment, the
threat of a junk-status rating by rating agencies, gender-based
violence and ever-increasing racial tensions. These issues had
to be placed on the back-burner when the COVID-19 pandemic
took centre stage. The announcement of the national
lockdown, in March 2020, heralded a new beginning for
everyone and everything. Seemingly overnight, we have had
to re-think our personal, family and community interactions to
ensure that we survive the virus. This new order, however, did
not come with a new form of justice.

"We are called to
reformulate justice in
this new normal. We
cannot continue in
the old ways, as the
new normal suggests,
we must change to
something new."

CONCLUSION
The South African reality is that there is a disjuncture between
what is and what ought to be. This is fostered by a lack of
political will and the worsening of socio-economic conditions.
The economic realities for many South Africans are of such a
nature, that the lack of service delivery is an everyday reality.
The only way South Africans will survive is through the services
of non-governmental organisations. The future of many South
Africans will be dependent on the services these organisations
can offer. NGOs will be able to provide and help to mitigate
the consequences of COVID-19. This new normal will bring no
hope with it, only much of the same.
There is a need to change the socio-economic outlook for
South Africans. The requirements as stated by Madonsela,
require a critical partnership with the state. This partnership,
between the state, civil society, business and labour, must be
designed with the principles of transparency, accountability
and justice in mind. Justice for many South Africans is the
meeting of basic human rights standards and the efficiency of
a responsive state. We are called to reformulate justice in this
new normal. We cannot continue in the old ways, as the new
normal suggests, we must change to something new.

[i] World Bank Group . (2019). The World Bank in South Africa. Available: https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/southafrica/overview#1 . Last accessed 22/06/2020.
[ii] Isilow, H. (2020). South Africa cuts 2020 economic outlook by half: Government promises to reduce high growth in public sector wage bill and national debt. Available: https://www.aa.com.tr/en/africa/south-africacuts-2020-economic-outlook-by-half/1746171#:~:text=South%20Africa%20announced%20Wednesday%20that,from%20parliament%20in%20Cape%20Town . Last accessed 22/06/2020.
[iii] Trading Economics . (2020). South Africa Unemployment Rate 2000-2020. Available: https://tradingeconomics.com/south-africa/unemployment-rate . Last accessed 23/06/2020.
[iv] World Bank Group (2019)
[v] Bohler-Muller, N., Davids, Y., and Roberts, B. (2016). Service Delivery Challenges in South Africa: South African Social Attitudes Survey. Democracy, Governance and Service Delivery Programme. Human Sciences
Research Council.
[vi] Pretorius, L. (2017). Does SA’s private healthcare sector only serve 16% of the population?. Available: https://africacheck.org/reports/does-sas-private-healthcare-sector-only-provide-care-for-16-of-thepopulation/#:~:text=Under%20this%20assumption%20%E2%80%93%20that%20is,used%20private%20healthcare%20i. Last accessed 23/06/2020.
[vii] Omarjee, L. (2020). Beyond the numbers: The social impact of Covid-19. Available: https://www.news24.com/fin24/economy/beyond-the-numbers-the-social-impact-of-covid-19-20200612 . Last accessed 22/06/2020.
[viii] Ibid
[ix] Madonsela, T. (2018). Social Justice: What are we doing wrong? Available: https://www.sun.ac.za/si/en-za/Documents/Events/Symposium%202018/1%20Madonsela%20-%20Social%20Justice.pdf. Last accessed
23/06/2020.
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BASIC INCOME SUPPORT CRUCIAL FOR SOCIAL AND
ECONOMIC JUSTICE
The COVID-19 pandemic has inflicted “devastating impacts
across the world on all spheres of life – health, the economy,
social security, education and food production”[i]. The
lockdowns to curb transmissions of the virus have caused job
losses, endangered livelihoods, and heightened exposure to
violence. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic and subsequent
lockdown, millions of people in South Africa are on the
brink of starvation and in desperate need of social relief of
distress. The roll-out of a temporary COVID-19 Social Relief of
Distress grant by the South African government is innovation
in the right direction. However, on 24 June, delivering the
Supplementary Budget Speech 2020, the Minister of Finance,
Tito Mboweni, confirmed that the temporary COVID-19 Social
Relief of Distress grant of R350 would terminate at the end of
October 2020.
Section 27 of the Bill of Rights in the South African
Constitution makes provision for Social Security, including
appropriate social assistance if citizens are unable to support
themselves. The expansion of social grants can be viewed as
one of the greatest post-1994 redistributive achievements in
South Africa. Social grants provide financial support to over
18 million of the most vulnerable: the elderly, children, and
people with disabilities. But South Africa still does not have an
income support programme for adults with no or little income
aged 18 to 59 years. This is an issue of social-economic justice.
South Africa is one of the most unequal countries in the world,
and the rate of unemployment, already startlingly high for
a middle-income country before the pandemic, is soaring.
Statistics South Africa, using the broad definition, estimated
that 10.4 million people were unemployed at the end of 2019.
This figure increased to 10,8 million people in the first quarter
of 2020, right at the beginning of the COVID-19 lockdown. We
are now nearly 100 days into lockdown and the South African
Reserve Bank is projecting a negative economic growth of
approximately 7.2% for 2020. Most economists predict even
more turbulent times ahead. The economy was in recession
before the onset of the pandemic; this crisis has only made
the dreadful situation in which many South Africans find
themselves more visible.
The truth is that 10.4 million people are not temporarily
unemployed. They are structurally unemployed. For the
foreseeable future, the formal economy cannot absorb many
of the unemployed despite government’s efforts.
The economy has been shrinking for many years for several
complex reasons, including the 4th Industrial Revolution, state

"But South Africa still
does not have an income
support programme for
adults with no or little
income aged 18 to 59
years. This is an issue
of social-economic
justice."

capture and corruption in government and mismanagement.
It cannot and will not provide the jobs desperately needed for
one out of three economically active people in our country.
South Africa signed the United Nations International Covenant
for Economic and Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) in 2015.
In its first report in 2018 the UN ICESCR Committee strongly
recommended that the South Africa government should
“ensure that those between the ages of 18 to 59 with little and
no income have access to social assistance”[ii] by 31 October
2020. Furthermore, the government should raise the level
of social assistance benefits to ensure an adequate standard
of living for recipients and their families; and also consider
the possibility of introducing a universal basic income grant.
In its statement on the coronavirus pandemic the UN ICESCR
Committee reminded state parties that they are “under an
obligation to devote their maximum available resources for
the full realisation of all economic, social and cultural rights”[iii].
The R350 temporary COVID-19 Social Relief of Distress grant
is a start. However, R350 is not nearly enough to cover even
basic food needs. The cost of a monthly basket of staple foods
has increased by R265 from March 2020 and now costs R3 486.
The Old Age pension is currently R1,780 per month. The grant
is an acknowledgement that older people have no recourse to
any other source of income at the end of their working lives
and are entitled to a share of South Africa’s wealth in their
declining years. Those who are structurally unemployed,
through no fault of their own, are equally entitled, as a matter
of economic justice and of dignity, to a share of South Africa’s
wealth in a time of ongoing crisis.
We recommend, then, that the COVID-19 Social Relief of
Distress Grant value be increased to the upper bound poverty
line currently at R1,227 per month and, from November 2020,
be converted into Basic Income Support for adults between
18 to 59 years with no or little income. The current package of
R41 billion must be increased by an additional R180 billion for
the relief of the unemployed. For those South Africans whose
livelihoods have been devastated by the lockdown, those who
have been retrenched, the young adult with less and less hope
of finding gainful employment and the growing numbers who
now face starvation, not to provide basic income support is a
particularly painful betrayal.
In this unprecedented health and economic global emergency,
South Africa cannot afford not to provide basic income support
to the millions of people who are now economically desperate.

[i] Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Statement on the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and economic, social and cultural rights E/C 12/ 2020/1 6 April 2020 p.3
[ii] Summary of Recommendations for South Africa from the United Nations Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights
[iii] Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights Statement on the coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic and economic, social and cultural rights E/C 12/ 2020/1 6 April 2020 p.3
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THE CULTURE OF RACISM IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS IN
CAPE TOWN

Ariyaana Cader, former student at a private Girls’ school in
Cape Town
While the world has been reeling from the effects of COVID-19,
on both physical and economic well-being, two ever-present
pandemics rage on. President Cyril Ramaphosa, in one of his
recent addresses noted that gender-based violence is South
Africa’s second pandemic.[i] Between COVID-19 and racism,
I am unsure which pandemic comes in first and which one
comes in third.
On Monday, 25 May 2020, George Floyd was murdered.
Another black American murdered by the police, in broad
daylight and on camera. His murder sparked widespread
protests across the United States and the world. In solidarity
with #blacklivesmatter and local victims of police brutality,
South Africans joined the global activism by protesting police
brutality against poor, black communities under lockdown.
Furthermore, on Tuesday, 02 June 2020, Instagram was blacked
out by people around the world and closer to home posting a
blank black square with #blackouttuesday accompanying each
black post.
With numerous companies, institutions and individuals making
public declarations of being allies of the #blacklivesmatter
movement and proclaiming their anti-racist credentials with
the #blackouttuesday posts, conversations about performance
activism have emerged, as some of these institutions and
individuals have histories of racist behaviour or being
deliberately blind or silent to racism within their structures or
immediate environments.
In Cape Town, rage and disappointment was particularly
directed to private schools. With seemingly good intentions a
private girls’ school in Cape Town posted a blank black square
for #blackouttuesday. Having been a former student of this
school, what accompanied this post could not have come soon
enough. Pupils and former pupils used social media to expose
rampant racism at the school as well as at other top private
schools in the Cape.[ii]

Hundreds of past pupils took to the comments section of the
post and on the subsequently created @yousilenceweamplify
page to describe their experiences of racism and discrimination
as people of colour (POCs) in the predominantly white
environment.[iii] Additionally, they called their current and
former schools out for hypocritical behaviour and their
strategic public relations strategy. Students recounted various
incidents which ranged from numerous micro-aggressions
to overt racism by staff and fellow pupils. Most of these
experiences were not dealt with directly, if at all, and POC
students who experienced these were left to deal with the
psychological consequences of being in an environment where
their voices were not recognised or considered equal.
So how, 26 years into South Africa’s democracy, is racism still
so prevalent in the very institutions which are tasked with
educating the youth?
Racism is a culture and is continued through learned behaviour
and institutionalised discrimination. Racism in schools is
a reflection of racism that exists in the broader society. It
highlights how far South Africa still has to go to achieve the
ideals of the Truth and Reconciliation Commission (TRC).
Like the TRC, many private schools have left the burden of
forgiveness on victims of racism, without perpetrators needing
to acknowledge any wrongdoing.
From my own experience, as you enter the school grounds,
you are surrounded by lush gardens and a clean and pristine
environment, two-ply toilet paper and lots of white faces.
Given its ‘elite’ status, many POC students, especially those
who have received scholarships, are expected to be grateful
for being there. In addition to feelings of gratefulness, as
teenagers, the desire to fit in can outweigh your personal
comfort and well-being. Furthermore, in an environment
where you are clearly a minority, thinking that anyone in that
environment understands your concerns or can relate to your
experiences is rare. So, with a limited number of POC students
and even fewer POC staff members, speaking out is just not
possible for many.

white privilege, racism, discrimination and unconscious bias,
however uncomfortable! Actively create an environment
where all voices can be heard and recognised.
Shifting established narratives and school culture is no easy
feat. Many of these schools have been in existence for over
100 years and take pride in their traditions. In addition to the
school leadership making anti-racism and ultimately, justice for
all, a priority, every conversation and classroom engagement
can serve this greater vision. By normalising the uncomfortable
conversations about race, privilege and discrimination,
students from all racial and socio-economic groups will better
understand their role in upholding or dismantling the system.
This, in turn, gives them the opportunity to make informed
decisions rather than making decisions based on generational
fear or a sense of entitlement.
Schools are an environment for growth and the schooling years
are an opportunity for individual growth and development,
learning critical thinking and unlearning the toxic ideals that
students may enter that environment with. Furthermore,
schools provide an opportunity to nurture future generations
of citizens who value justice and the ideals of a just society
through actively ensuring that the leadership of schools
have created a just environment for all students. In the short
term, this might come with some resistance from the school
establishment, governing bodies and alumni associations.
However, having these uncomfortable conversations will
ensure that in the long run, private schools are on the right
side of history and ultimately contribute to the ideals of a
democratic and just South Africa.

In addition to being the responsibility of every member of
that community, dealing with racism is, first and foremost, a
leadership responsibility. School governing bodies, principals
and staff should reflect on how rules about etiquette and
appearance remain so stringent but experiences of racism
and discrimination go unchecked. Fire racist teachers! Educate
the ignorant! Open dialogues in classrooms, which unpack

PHOTO CREDIT http://www.seracray.com/

This school broke my spirit. I went in confident, happy and
optimistic. I left feeling broken, beaten, unworthy, hating the
world, lost, hopeless and angry. This school made me hate
being a POC (person of colour). We deserve a lot more than
a black square… You can’t change our experience at your
school (as past students) but you can change the way future
students of colour will experience your school.

[i]https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-06-18-gender-based-violence-is-south-africas-second-pandemic-says-ramaphosa/#gsc.tab=0
[ii]https://www.iol.co.za/weekend-argus/news/pupils-use-social-media-to-expose-rampant-racism-at-top-cape-schools-49042942
[iii] https://www.instagram.com/yousilenceweamplify/
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QUESTIONING THE ASSUMED CRIMINALITY OF BLACKNESS

It is becoming clear that police power is not solely derived
from the institutions of law enforcement[ii]. The inconvenient
question is whose agenda is being carried out through the
increasing securitisation of the state, and its associated
violence and use of brute force, which is not random in nature,
nor is it uniform in its application!
Racism and xenophobia are an institutionalised feature of the
police and military. This is an inconvenient fact, at a time when
the media is focusing on sharing stories and information as a
contribution to efforts to reduce the rates of infection of the
coronavirus. The conversation about race and xenophobia
is inconvenient because it distracts and makes people
uncomfortable. The acts of violence meted out to human
beings is not an unfortunate accident that occurs. It is the
normal course of duty to police black people in a way that is
different to the way in which law and order is maintained in
Sandton or Steyn City as compared to how the law is enforced
in Alexandra!
It is inconvenient because it exposes the fact that the very
fabric of society is stained with the blood that has been
shed over centuries. If you are a poor black African foreign
national human being, your life is at risk daily, especially of
being a victim of violence by law enforcement agents whose
sole responsibility should be the protection of all those who
share space within our colonially constructed borders. This
danger is exponentially increased if you are a black woman
without food, job or home security. This is the “unfortunate”
connections of gender, race and class, located in centuries of
slavery, colonisation and more recently, apartheid.
The face of socio-economic inequalities is that of a minority
of people, the majority of whom are white and male, living

in sprawling estates with generations of wealth and the
freedom of access to the world that money and historically
constructed privilege enable. People who never have to
confront the inconvenience of a long queue at the taxi rank,
the clustered existence of an informal settlement or the reality
of living hand to mouth and how all this increases the risk of
exposure to corona infection and the livelihood destruction
that this entails. Lockdown for millions of working class people
means no source of income and resultantly no means to
survive. Infection control, like respect for human dignity, is a
commodity that is accessible to those who can afford to pay.
During the lockdown, Lawyers for Human Rights (LHR)
continued to assist clients via a telephonic legal support
hotline. The hotline was set up in collaboration with other
public interest law organisations[iii], to assist with queries
related to legal matters and assistance. During the two-week
extension of the initial lockdown period, LHR recorded upwards
of 70 queries per 24-hour period for food assistance or some
type of direct social relief. Most, if not all these queries were
from foreign nationals. There was also a disproportionately
high number of calls reporting on incidents of violence and
brutality by police and the military.

PHOTO CREDIT | https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-06-08-police-brutality-sa-youth-have-their-say/#gsc.tab=0

The abuse of power by law enforcement agents is in the
spotlight with protests across the USA and Europe. The tearing
down of statues that were once jewels on the crown of the
British Empire and icons of the slave trade. This is reminiscent
of the Fallist movement in 2016, which saw the removal of the
Rhodes Statue that framed the entrance to the University of
Cape Town. The most recent protest actions were triggered by
the death of George Floyd. These incidents have brought into
focus the role of the police and the military in communities[i].
South Africa has witnessed some protest over the death of
Collins Khosa by the military. And there are many more black
African people that have died as a consequence of police and
military violence and brutality.

“These incidents have
brought into focus
the role of the police
and the military in
communities.”

Overall, since its inception, over 70% of the calls were
people seeking advice related to unlawful evictions. This is a
consequence of people not being able to work to engage in
livelihoods that meet the basic needs to survive as a human
being, and integral to human dignity. This is a face of poverty
and inequality. 99% of all complaints were received from Black
African people living in townships or informal settlements
across South Africa.
Where is our anger and outrage driving us to act? This could
be the positive outcome of inconvenient conversations.
The hard work that is going into the building of Community
Activist Networks is reminiscent of the street committees that
addressed crime and rape in Alexandra while mobilising to
fight the racist apartheid state.
More than just hard, inconvenient conversations are needed.
WE NEED ACTION! The minority of rich people may be slowly
realising that the high walls do not keep COVID-19 and the fire
of social instability that it has rained on our societies, out. That
solidarity and acknowledgement of the value of human life
and humanity, not charity is needed to eradicate poverty and
ensure social and historic injustice is redressed. That poverty is
a manmade construct and not a natural phenomenon.

[i] Mannix Andy, “Killing of George Floyd shows that years of police reform fall far short,” media release, June 20, 2020, https://www.startribune.com/killing-of-george-floyd-shows-that-years-of-police-reform-fall-farshort/571373582/
[ii] Ryan, B (2013) Reasonable force: The emergence of global policing power. Review of International Studies 39(2): 435–457.
[iii] The following organisations were part of this initiative: Centre for Applied Legal Studies; Centre for Child Law; Centre for Environmental Rights; Corruption Watch; Equal Education Law Centre; Lawyers for Human
Rights; Legal Resources Centre; Ndifuna Ukwazi; ProBono.Org; Section 27; Socio Economic Rights Institute; Women’s Legal Centre. https://www.lhr.org.za/lhr-news/legal-support-hotline-during-lockdownsa/
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“Justice is what love looks
like in public, just like
tenderness is what love
feels like in private.”
- Cornel West

JUSTICE AND THE 'RONA': HOW DO WE MANIFEST JUSTICE IN
A GLOBAL PANDEMIC?

All of this is backdropped by a global pandemic – the
Coronavirus – that is literally taking out chunks of people
worldwide. We are on lockdown, shutdown; in isolation as
a human race trying frantically to save ourselves, yet amid
all of this – Black and Brown bodies are still persecuted and
terrorised.
At George Floyd’s memorial - televised live on USA channels
- The Reverend Al Sharpton, in his obituary, makes a plea for
law enforcement and governance to “take their knee off our
collective necks”. What a request! In the year 2020, when in
technicality there no longer exists a legalised segregated life
in the USA. However, in a post-civil rights era, the segregation
is more insidious than ever. It is capitalistic, sexist, gendered
and classist in ways that continue to amaze and awe us. The
structure of institutionalized racism and bigotry is alive and
kicking the proverbial behinds of people who have historically
been discriminated against for generations.
Again - all of this backdropped by the fight against the
Coronavirus. My husband, who is an ICU nurse in a public
hospital in Harlem, NYC, says the open ICU units at the hospital
looked like someone had staged an apocalypse type movie but
had only cast Black and Brown actors. He has been traumatised
by the things he has seen here – a public hospital for people
of color with little or no healthcare benefits, many of whom
have pre-existing health conditions due to poverty and lack
of access; who have once again come away having drawn the
short straws.

Dr Cornel West reminds us that “Justice is what love looks
like in public, just like tenderness is what love feels like in
private.” Read that again and sit with it. Then ask yourself Who deserves this love? Is it not true that ALL of us deserve
this love and justice? If true, then the pursuit of justice is even
more pressing now than ever before; amid the spike in cases
in certain places of the world and despite us having a global
death toll of over 500,000 from the Coronavirus to date; NOW
is the time to push forward in our pursuit of justice and equity.
Our young people lead us here in the USA – the marches are
organised by high school and college students galvanized into
action. They are on the streets protesting; wearing masks,
offering hydration and care. They know that they have been
handed a system of governance and institutionalised racism
and inequality that they will not carry forward; and they know
that their time to act is now. As adults we have to take our lead
from them; they have to see us there with them, they have to
be able to depend on our experience and the insights we have.
The call and response at the protests in the USA is: “What
do we want?” JUSTICE… “When do we want it?” … NOW. Yes,
JUSTICE NOW.
We cannot be complicit and watch another death caught on
video-cam and be okay with it. We cannot – our future quite
literally depends on it. We have to take on fair governance
and equity; we have to dismantle structures of power and
institutionalised spaces of teaching and learning. We have to
truly; TRULY, love each other so we manifest this love in a way
so that we are able to reconstruct ourselves and the society
we live in as fair and equitable for all. For us, and our children.
Justice Now!

PHOTO CREDIT | https://www.wired.com/story/black-photographers-george-floyd-protests/

Watching George Floyd die on the video footage is horrendous;
traumatic and brutal. Listening to George tell the police that
he couldn’t breathe is a stark reminder of hearing Eric Gardner
uttering the same words six years ago; and still the police
are not listening. Hearing him call for his mama with his last
breaths tugged and tore at the hearts of mothers worldwide.
What is this injustice that still haunts Black and Brown bodies
across the globe?

“The disproportionate rates of COVID-19 infection,
hospitalisation and deaths are linked to lingering and persistent
health, social, economic and environmental inequities facing
black Americans, conditions which are rooted in oppression,
discrimination, medical apartheid and structural racism …
and which today have created a perfect storm,” said Peggy
Shepard, co-founder of WE ACT for Environmental Justice, at
a press conference this week. https://www.theguardian.com/
environment/2020/jun/18/environmental-justice-meansracial-justice-say-activists.
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AFFLUENZA IS AN INJUSTICE
We are regularly reminded that life cannot go back to normal
after the COVID-19 pandemic, because normal was broken;
normal was not working for everyone, normal was steadily
denuding the planet of its ability to sustain us. Normal was not
normal at all. It was actually dysfunctional.
It is not surprising that this dysfunction, now fully exposed by
the health crisis, has led to people around the world sounding
the alarm that structural racism will not be tolerated. Violent
injustice, often in the name of ‘law and order’ and many
daily acts of micro-violence experienced by children, women
and men of colour have long been a part of normal. Racial,
economic, environmental and social injustice have divided
societies — and they are all interconnected.
Without denying the genuine tragedy of the COVID-19
pandemic, Collins Khosa’s death at the hands of the South
African National Defence Force (SANDF) is symptomatic of
another pervasive illness infecting societies, which we can
think of as affluenza. Like all viruses, it is highly contagious —
you can contract affluenza without even knowing it. Affluenza
is an illness where many believe that a good life equals more,
more and more material acquisitions and wealth. Affluenza,
essentially is the deep obsession with acquiring material
wealth and using wealth to stratify society.
By careful design, those with more money have access to better
health, education, social conditions, goods and services, than
those who have less material wealth. People with the least
money are largely invisible, as are their priorities, concerns
and interests. COVID-19 reminds us that these persons are
not nobodies — they’re the gig economy workers, part-timers,
three-job-holders and unpaid carers and others who we have
come to recognise as essential workers for the first time. They
are the ones willing to work as taxi drivers, bus drivers, waste
collectors, corner shop attendants — all the roles without
which our locked down households could not function. They
are the individuals without assurance of a minimum wage,
often without basic health care or any kind of reasonable work
tenure. They include the courageous, selfless human beings
we have clapped for in several countries to finally acknowledge
their value and indispensable roles in society.
Fifty-four years after Martin Luther King’s ‘island of poverty’
speech, despite immense technological and scientific
advances, more than two hundred artists and scientists,
including actress Isabelle Adjani and Nobel Laureates, Albert
Fert and Muhammad Yunus, are crying out for the same
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reasons. They call in this moment for leadership and logic that
is value based, that will allow both nature and humanity to
thrive economically in the new normal.
In their words, “The pursuit of consumerism and an obsession
with productivity have led us to deny the value of life itself:
that of plants, that of animals, and that of a great number of
human beings. Pollution, climate change, and the destruction
of our remaining natural zones has brought the world to a
breaking point.”
The test of our mettle to fight affluenza with the same energy
as we will seek a vaccine for COVID-19 is a matter of survival.
The voting public may just be waking up to the fact that our
collective survival depends on each of us living with dignity
and systems that are coherent. That means that the $20 trillion
of stimulus funding set to wash through the global economy
should be directed — as all public resources — towards the
public good.
We can tackle the climate crisis, the health crisis, the economic
crisis — and its close cousin, the poverty crisis — only if and
when we also acknowledge that a system built on inequality
on the basis of race and gender cannot be sustained if we are
to survive and thrive. The endless pursuit of economic growth,
where Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is the success metric,
is completely devoid of logic. It is a measure of the system’s
output, but not the system’s health. The system design has
become so poor because we can’t hear anything but the pulse
of GDP. This logic is simply unsustainable to the point of being
cruel.
Unless we see an unprecedented global mobilisation by people,
from all strata and sectors of society, of creativity, courage,
love and compassion, we will squander the opportunity to
enable the COVID-19 pandemic to help us break terrible and
dangerous habits.
We must find it in our hearts to see what the mind can clearly
acknowledge; the burning of fossil fuels and the propping up
of private sector polluters with public resources has made us
too ill to cope. The pandemic has shut us down and given us
time to reflect. We know what to do, we have the resources
and technologies to cure affluenza, COVID-19 and fossil fuel
addiction. With vision and courage we need to reset economies
and transform our world, with social justice embedded, to a
thriving, clean, green future, where dignity is commonplace
and each person experiences the opportunity to succeed.

"Affluenza, essentially
is the deep obsession
with acquiring material
wealth and using
wealth to stratify
society."
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"As we observe World Day
for International Justice let us
be reminded that racial, social
and economic justice cannot be
achieved without addressing
climate justice."

INTEGRATING CLIMATE JUSTICE IN SOCIAL JUSTICE
CONVERSATIONS
Africa is responsible for a mere 4% of global carbon dioxide
emissions, yet is disproportionately vulnerable to the impacts
of climate change. According to the United States Agency for
International Development (USAID), over half of the countries
in Sub-Saharan Africa are among those most affected by
the burden of climate exposure. As a result, the continent is
grappling with multiple climate-related security risks such as
forced migration and displacement, livelihood insecurity, food
and water scarcity, rising levels of intercommunal conflict,
protracted cross-border resource conflicts and unsustainable
resource exploitation. It is, therefore, no surprise that
according to the most recent round of the Afrobarometer
survey — a continental public opinion survey conducted in 34
African countries — two-thirds (67%) of Africans say climate
change is making life in their countries worse, reaching a high
of 89% in East Africa, almost twice as many as in North Africa
(46%).
So what is climate justice and why should it not be left behind
in social justice conversations?
Climate justice is a concept that refers to the ethical and
human rights issues that occur because of climate change. The
issues of justice—particularly social justice, environmental
justice, and advocacy—are integrally linked to the movement
to address climate change. Inherent in the concept of climate
justice is the recognition that those least responsible for
climate change experience the greatest negative impacts to
their well‐being. The rural minority have not been responsible
for the greenhouse gas concentrations causing climate change
nor have they benefited from the comfort and power provided
by the fossil energy services.
Research has shown that the rural minority will suffer the
most from climate change because of droughts and floods,
and cannot buy their way out of the problem. According
to Afrobarometer, 49% of ordinary Africans say climate
conditions for agricultural production have become worse in
their region over the past decade. Overwhelming majorities
see worse weather for growing crops in Uganda (85%), Malawi
(81%), and Lesotho (79%). In most countries, the main culprit
is more severe drought. But in Malawi, Madagascar, and
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eSwatini, most citizens say both droughts and flooding have
gotten worse.
Like the rest of the world, as Africa continues its battle with the
coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic, the single most important
realisation right now is that the COVID-19 pandemic is not a
separate issue to the environmental crisis. In fact, COVID-19 is
just one manifestation of the ecological emergency as a direct
result of our continuous exploitation and mismanagement
of the natural world. Both COVID-19 and climate change
underscore a fundamental concept about justice that frontline
communities have known and felt for all too long.
In the aftermath of COVID-19, there will be opportunities to
“Build Back Better” and as countries worldwide have started
easing lockdowns imposed to curb the coronavirus pandemic,
let this be an opportunity for our governments to do what is
right.
Let it also be an opportunity for us social justice activists to also
advocate for climate change policies that are integrating social
justice. Because such policies are not only a moral imperative –
it is also easier to achieve resilience and mitigation targets with
the political and social acceptance that results from fair policy.
Furthermore, developing just responses to climate change is
an opportunity to develop systems and infrastructure that will
create a more resilient, equal and just society as a whole.

PHOTO CREDIT | https://www.thenation.com/article/environment/coronavirus-indigenous-peoples/

As we observe World Day for International Justice let us be
reminded that racial, social and economic justice cannot be
achieved without addressing climate justice.

Going forward, the World Day for International Justice should
also be a reminder for us to recognise, practice and advocate for
intersectional environmentalism for it is inclusive, it advocates
for both the protection of people and the planet. Moreover,
intersectional environmentalism identifies the ways in which
injustices happening to marginalised communities and the
earth are interconnected. It brings injustices done to the most
vulnerable communities, and the earth, to the forefront and
does not minimise or silence social inequality.
We cannot achieve climate justice without racial justice, and
we cannot achieve social justice without climate justice. The
right to breathe clean air, drink clean water, access healthy and
safe food, and live in a safe environment, is the civil and human
rights struggle of this century. We must get it right, for the sake
of our children and future generations. And we can get it right,
if we fight for justice and our planet at the same time.
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THE CALL TO A COMPREHENSIVE, INCONVENIENT AND
COSTLY JUSTICE
There is a "social acceptance of one's relevance" when one is
seen to be talking about social justice or of one's involvement
in it.
But has the term "social justice" become an escape route for
those who avoid talking about justice and its inconvenient
implications? Is it easier to march for poverty relief than what
it is actually to work to effect poverty relief? It is easier to
attend social housing dialogues than what it is to work and
advocate for social housing? Has it become nouveau to talk
about social justice – while avoiding to talk about justice in its
totality?
The origins of the term social justice comes from two specific
areas: the poverty epidemic and wealth obsession that
surrounded the industrial revolution in the 19th century as
well the Resurgence Movement for Italian unification during
the same period – around the 1840s.
During the twentieth century, John Rawls made the term
popular in his A Theory of Justice (1971). The 21st century
has, however, seen a growing gap between justice and social
justice.
There has been an unfortunate co-opting of the phrase
"social justice" to address anything that ranges from religious
groups claiming the term for feeding people in South African
townships through to racists marching for the defence of
oppressive histories in the USA.
The term "social justice" has been used almost to hide the
greater demands for a comprehensive, inconvenient and costly
justice. The term Social Justice has been used so frequently,
that it has now replaced the term justice. As a particular branch
of justice, it has become more prominent and more important
than justice itself. This should never have happened. It is
imperative to understand that the work required to build a
more just, progressive and prosperous society is bigger than
just social justice.
So "social justice activists" have for example advocated for "an
end to global poverty" but have not stated what that means in
their contexts. What will the "end of poverty" look like in your
neighbourhood or in your workplace? How will it determine
who they vote for? How does it determine which housing
policies they support? How does it affect the views they hold
on public transport? How do they influence the availability of
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public toilets in their neighbourhoods? How do they advocate
for equal education?
What will a comprehensive, inconvenient and costly justice
look like in its call for an end to the unjust and exploitative
labour conditions or the dismantling of the aspects of
unaccountable power of political parties to control people's
lives? What will it look like in Food Supply Services in your
neighbourhood? What will it look like in the way Day Hospitals
treat patients in your neighbourhood?
Many religious institutions have gone out to do social
justice work - to feed the hungry or visit the sick or care for
the prisoner, which are all much needed - but they have
remained silent on the structural injustices of racism, sexism,
homophobia, xenophobia and economic inequalities. Some
have simply ignored it.
Others – alarmingly – while feeding the homeless and visiting
the sick, see racism (the "God made people all different"
cheerleaders), sexism (the "man is the head of the household"
squad), xenophobia (the "but why can't they stay in their
own country"), homophobia (the "but in this case, God did
not make all people different") and economic inequalities
(the "we work hard for our money" wink-wink winkers) as a
totally normal part of their lives. They do not see the illogical
inconsistencies of the views they hold.
With the COVID-19 pandemic as current context, the curtain
has been torn and exposed the monstrous architecture of
injustice. From food to travel to health to education – the
system that provides all of these services have shown itself
skewed to the wealthy and the privileged – and this after
decades of civil society and religious movements standing for
social justice.

As one of my mentors in the 1980s told me: "There are people
who spend their lives doing good, but they won't spend a
minute doing what is right." That, in a simple way, is the
difference between social justice and justice.
You cannot feed a homeless person – and do nothing about
their housing.
You cannot pride yourself on your own education – and do
nothing about education inequalities.
You cannot write mournful blogs about violence – and do
nothing about the structural violence of inequality.
You cannot pay your gardener minimum wage – and do nothing
about a system that reared you to think that that person will
have sufficient money to travel home, feed their family and
pay for their children's education with that money, and come
to work the next day.
We have created a system that allows us to avoid talking about
justice – because we are active in social justice, and thus we
get a free pass. We do our bit to feed the homeless but hate
the refugees who stream into our cities. We put food out for
the garbage workers but hate the sex workers. We provide
counselling for the food addicts but hate the drug addicts.
If you ever wondered why our society has remained in such a
conflicted, unequal state, look at those who have captured the
term social justice, took it prisoner and alienated it from its
older sister called justice and forced it to served their narrow,
cheap and self-serving interests.
It is time to hear and see what the comprehensive, inconvenient
and costly justice narratives are that people stand for and will
insist on.

Now is a good time to dump the term social justice. It's
yesterday's word.
You are either for justice - fully, comprehensively, inconveniently
and costly - or you are not. You cannot be selective anymore
about which parts of justice you embrace and which parts you
ignore. I am tired of hearing about selective justice and the
free ticket it gives people to claim some moral high ground
because they gave their old clothes to the refugee charity –
probably the same clothes they wore to the party where they
spoke with disdain about refugees, gay people and foreigners.
I no longer find it acceptable to hear people talk about social
justice while I cannot determine whether they are actually for
a comprehensive, inconvenient and costly justice.
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As a society, we need to do a course correction on the current
justice dialogues. The COVID -19 pandemic has forced us to
look at the architecture of injustice and how it operates as a
system within society.
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ORGANISATIONS
THE COMMUNITY CHEST is one of the oldest, philanthropic organisations in South Africa. Founded in Cape Town in 1928 by business,
the Anglican Church and Rotary International, “the Chest,” as it is fondly known, has evolved through generational transition and
transformation into a leading centre of philanthropy in the country. Its core objective is to ‘Inspire a Nation of Active Citizens’ and it
espouses values, which are crucial to achieve transformation. The leadership of the Community Chest, always on the forefront of the
pulse of development, fully embraced the mandate to transform to address changing societal needs in the post-1994 period. Today the
Community Chest stands at the forefront of philanthropy as the leading donor management agent in South Africa. With its mission,
vision and operations firmly based in support of National Government’s Vision 2030 via the National Development Plan (NDP), as well
as supporting and impacting the global Sustainable Development Goals, Community Chest aims to strategically make an impactful
difference in the areas of Education, Health, Income Generation and Community Development.

THE INSTITUTE FOR JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION (IJR) was launched in the year 2000, in the wake of South Africa´s Truth and
Reconciliation Commission. The aim was to ensure that lessons learnt from South Africa´s transition from apartheid to democracy were
taken into account as the nation moved ahead. Today, the Institute helps to build fair, inclusive and democratic societies in Africa through
carefully selected engagements and interventions. It contributes to post-conflict stability, good governance and human security through
programmes that promote political reconciliation and social and economic justice across Africa. With its base and origin in South Africa,
it continues to learn from the South African experience of transition and explores projects and partnerships that will deepen the efforts
to build fair, inclusive and democratic societies in this country, but also the rest of the continent. IJR’s work is increasingly relevant to
other global post-conflict societies and the 2017–2020 strategy builds on the organisation’s experience and strengths, to engage in a
multi-faceted way on issues of justice and reconciliation.

THE WAREHOUSE was established in 2003 as the justice and mercy ministry of the Anglican Parish of St John the Evangelist in Cape Town,
South Africa. Our vision is to see the church actively living out the peace and justice of God for the world supporting local congregations
by enabling dialogue, facilitating collaboration and inspiring hope-filled imagination towards justice-seeking action. We are motivated
by the belief that churches & especially their leaders, should play a critical role in community transformation. We believe that long-term
engagement & discipleship of local church communities & their leaders is far more effective in catalysing this kind of transformation than
program-based interventions initiated from the outside, that don’t ultimately build the capacity of the local church in its community. Our
focus is on training, developing & supporting church leaders so that they can be agents for change in their communities.

CAOSA is the national coordinating body of the Community Advice Office Sector in South Africa. Our complement of Community
based advice offices members throughout South Africa, provide primary legal and socio-economic services to vulnerable and indigent
communities. The Community Advice Office sector in South Africa boasts a rich history, dating back to the 1950s. In the pre-democracy
dispensation these advice offices were the first port of call for marginalised South Africans, especially those detained and harassed. They
continue, to this day, to be spaces wherein a majority of the population, on account of inequality and poverty, are afforded the dignity
of enforcing their basic human rights.As the coordinating body our core work is around strengthening the capacity of Community Advice
Offices, mobilising resources for the sector, enabling regulatory measures for the sector to be developed and enhancing the voice and
advocacy of the CAO sector.

www.comchest.org.za

THE JUSTICE DESK is an award-winning human rights organization and is operational in South Africa, Zambia and Zimbabwe. As an
organisation, we educate, train, advocate for & equip youth, vulnerable groups, civil society, and governments in Human Rights, justice
and advocacy. We believe that by empowering ordinary people to understand and defend their Human Rights, they can transform society
in a sustainable way and create a more just and equal world. Through our advocacy efforts, we apply a bottom-up approach where
information given directly from communities are used to advocate for change at the international level, through our partnership Edmund
Rice International, an ECOSOC adviser at the United Nations.We have a board which comprises of individuals from varied background and
skill sets to lead the governance aspect of the organisation.

THE BLACK SASH TRUST is a 65 year old veteran human rights organisation advocating for social justice in South Africa. Our mission is
to work towards the realisation of socio-economic rights, as outlined in the South African Constitution, to reduce poverty and inequality,
with an emphasis on social security and social protection for the most vulnerable. We believe that the implementation of socio-economic
rights demands open, transparent, and accountable governance in the state, the corporate sector, and in civil society.

www.ijr.org.za

LAWYERS FOR HUMAN RIGHTS (“LHR”) is an independent human rights organisation with a 40-year track record of human rights
activism and public interest litigation in South Africa. Our philosophy is centred on using the law as a way to deepen the democratisation
of South African society, in our fight for the realisation of essential rights on behalf of the most marginalised. To this end, they provide
free legal services to vulnerable and indigent individuals and communities, both non-national and South African, who are victims of
unlawful infringements of their constitutional and human rights. While litigation remains central to the mission of the organisation, LHR
believes that a multipronged approach to its advocacy is critical to ensuring lasting social change. LHR is thus committed to seeking social
justice through: the courts; contributions to progressive policy and law reform; support for community mobilisation and education and;
coalition-building around critical constitutional and human rights issues. LHR is today has six offices around the country, organised around
six programmatic portfolios: Refugee and Migrant Rights, Land and Housing Rights, Penal Reform, Gender Equality, Strategic Litigation,
and Environmental Rights.

THE SEDIBA GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP OFFICE is an initiative of the Community Chest, SA. Its primary objective is to to mobilise resources
as part of its global expansion strategy, in the USA for South African and Southern African civil society organisations, as well as pursuing
partnership with US based organisations interested in the work of Community Chest. This is underpinned by an approach which embraces
the notion of global citizenship which collapses mental barriers to providing support across borders. “SEDIBA” is an African word of
Sotho origin meaning “well”, “spring” or “fountain”. It is used to describe the place of origin of all wealth, creativity, enchantment, and
nobility of the human species.
We are determined to foster an Africa-wide solidarity and unity of purpose of the Peoples of Africa to build the Future we want – a right to
peace, social inclusion and shared prosperity. AFRICANS RISING amplifies broad demands connecting struggles, building solidarity and
cooperation within and amongst campaigns for social, economic, environmental and gender justice. We do this with movements, people,
civil society organisations, governments, artists, business, and others – based on our shared support for the Kilimanjaro Declaration.
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