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History that Connects

How to Teach Sensitive Topics in the Countries of Former Yugoslavia

REPORT

From Sensitive to Sensible History

Veles, Republic of Macedonia, 22-26 June 2011
Planning and Coordination Meeting & Regional Authors and Experts Work Session

e To peer-review the first drafts of lesson materials on selected sensitive and controversial
history of 1900-1945 (see list page 2).

e To discuss and share how to prepare the lesson materials for inclusion in the Historiana
framework.

e On-going capacity building of the Albanian, Bosnian, Croatian, Kosovar, Macedonian,
Montenegrin, Serbian and Slovenian History Teachers Associations, as well as the overall
regional capacity and the capacity of individual professionals.

e To further develop and boost cross-border grassroots civic engagement and networking.

e To present, update and share the current state of history education issues of the
countries of Former Yugoslavia and the involvement of the Associations of History
Educators.

e To share and reflect on Bulgarian, Greek, South-African and Turkish expertise involving
the learning and teaching of sensitive and controversial issues.

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

From 22" till 26™ of June 2011 the second Regional Work Session in the EUROCLIO Project “History that
Connects. How to teach sensitive and controversial history in the countries of Former Yugoslavia” took
place in Veles, Republic of Macedonia. History Teachers Associations from Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia,
Montenegro, Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and Slovenia participated actively. They were joined by
observers, representing the Associations in Albania, Bulgaria, Greece, Switzerland and Turkey. Dr Cecyl
Esau (Institute of Justice and Reconciliation, Cape Town, South Africa) presented how reconciliation
through oral history investigations is helping South Africa move on as a “rainbow nation”. This was
extremely relevant as it gave way to an open and honest debate about the role of recent conflict,
memories of revenge and victimhood in people, which is an element in addressing sensitive and
controversial issues in societies. On the second day, new draft teaching modules were presented and
peer-reviewed, all had a focus on the period 1900-1945 and built on the draft timeline and ideas from
the first seminar in Sarajevo. Finally, using different discussion groups a reflection and consultation
process took place, which led to a common understanding of the results, challenges and next steps for
the project. In general, the meeting was very successful in reaching the aims, as well as it provided the
capacity to continue the cross-border grassroots civic engagement and networking for history education.

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Advocacy Meetings in Skopje

EUROCLIO Executive Director Joke van der Leeuw-Roord and Project Manager Jonathan Even-Zohar used
the days before the seminar to organise and hold important meetings with potential future supporters of
the History that Connects Programme, especially looking for way to contribute to this programme by
obtaining a project to implement the Macedonian Ministry of Education’s Policy Steps towards Integrated
Education, which includes an important emphasis on History and Civic Education. In all meetings, the
work and mission of EUROCLIO and its work in the Balkan was acknowledged to be very relevant and of
importance for the development of the region. In addition, the meetings aimed to raise awareness of the
project’s partners, aims and timeframe. Meetings were held with the Dutch, Italian, Norwegian and
Turkish Missions in Skopje. In addition to these strategic meetings, the purpose and development of a
Macedonia-specific NGO project was discussed with the OSCE, UNICEF and with the Foundation Open
Society Macedonia.

Also, a visit was paid to the EU Delegation to Macedonia and a dinner was organised with Education
Consultant Mr Harald Schenker. In total the meetings provided the EUROCLIO Manager with a good
contextual analysis of the challenges and opportunities History Education faces in the Republic of
Macedonia and the range of mechanisms in place to deal with these challenges.

W Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken ﬂ A OPENGTEOP!
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In addition to the advocacy work, the days before the seminar also
contained meetings with the co-organiser HTAM (History Teacher
Association Macedonia), in which issues relating to the advocacy
meetings were prepared, as well as more detailed information was
obtained. Finally, also good practical preparations took place in
coordination with Congress Service Centre
(http://www.kscnet.com/), the professional agency that dealt with
travel and stay issues in a very effective and cost-aware fashion,
even providing the project organisation with a substantial discount.

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Roundtable Presentations “Where are we now?”

EUROCLIO has been very happy to be able to continue its work in the countries of Former Yugoslavia
after finalising in 2008 the EUROCLIO/MATRA Project History in Action. Planning for the Future. Regional
Approach for the Learning and Teaching of History in Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia and Serbia, and the
smaller EUROCLIO/Open Society Foundation Project Bridging Histories in Bosnia-Herzegovina in 2009.
After an initial update about the issues around History Education given to the project in the February
meeting that was held in Sarajewo, now the representatives were asked to present the seminar again,
now with a special focus on hot issues and also to inform how the Association is specifically dealing with
these issues.

Country Reports

Albania (observer): The Association of History Teachers has organised 3 seminars in Tirana in 2011 which
relate to the country’s new NATO membership and aspirations for EU Membership. The key themes were
how the History Education sector can assist to change the mentality of the students in order to develop
more tolerance and to avoid racism and xenophobia, especially related to relations to the neighbouring
countries.

Bosnia-Herzegovina: EUROCLIO-HIP is officially involved in an OSCE Project entitled “History for the
Future”, which is, including the representatives of the 13 Ministries of Education. This project aims to
create new curriculum standards for the country. Four active members of the Association are in the
committee. In addition, the Association has put the issue of History Teaching to the Academic
Community in a Round Table at the Faculty of Philosophy and History at the University of Sarajevo in
May. Moreover, the Association has increased cooperation with a University of Vienna led Research
Project as well as exchange of experiences with Academy of Sciences in Japan. Finally, the Association is
involved in a documentary production about History Education by the Bosnian TV-channel Al.

Bulgaria (observer): The Association of History Teachers in Bulgaria is organising its annual conference
for September 2011, and is addressing the very serious issue of further cuts for teacher salaries.
Increasingly, the position of teachers in society is decreasing. In addition, there are too many textbooks
in circulation in the country, while innovation is falling behind.

Croatia: Sensitive Issues are a big problem in Croatian History Education, especially modern history and
the most recent history. In addition, educators still work with a curriculum dating from 1992, which
offers no space for innovation. Unfortunately, the Ministry is not cooperating with the Association on the
development of a new curriculum.

Greece (observer): The big debate in Greek society is “who owns history”, in which issues relating to the
memory of the National Revolution (1921) and more recent the roots and implications of the economic
crisis are discussed. Mainly there is no room for the Pan-Hellenic Association of Philologues to enter the
debate as it is dominated by Politicians and the Church.

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Kosovo: The young Association of History Teachers in Kosovo is facing that many issues in history
education are hot topics. The main challenges are that there is no solid curriculum and only one textbook
is used. Moreover, there is no training programme for history education. The Association representatives
are involved in two international projects (Institute for International Cooperation of the German Adult
Education Association® And EUROCLIO) and the association has the capacity and network to work for
significant changes in History Education.

Republic of Macedonia: Since five years, the country has devised freedom to choose in the curriculum,
which in fact has led to a bi-national curriculum and textbooks which are not addressing a common past.
The in-service training is virtually not present, but the Association is very keen on providing this training
in cooperation with Universities. For this purpose the Association is a stakeholder in the preparation for
the implementation of the Ministry of Education’s Strategy called Steps towards Integrated Education.
Due to the recent elections however, the implementation of this policy has come to standstill. Moreover,
Association Board Members are very active in a multitude of International and National Research and
Education Projects with a variety of partners, such as the University of Vienna, Council of Europe and
EUROCLIO.

Montenegro: For the first time the country is implementing a central graduation examination, as well as
completely reforming the teacher training procedures. The main challenges for History Education are
however that the subject lost 20% of class time in the new curriculum, while the content has not
diminished. In addition, only 8% of the students have selected history as an examination subject. The
Association is very concerned that the teachers are unable to make history into a more relevant and
exciting topic, and therefore would like to push for more and better pre- and in-service training.

Serbia: EUROCLIO-UDI, the Serbian Association of History Educators, has seen stable growth, amounting
to 500 members at the moment. The hot topic in the field is the diminishing salaries for teachers, as well
as the teacher’s dependency on the curriculum which is seriously over-burdening the students as well as
the teachers with many topics. Textbooks used can be very different from each other. A growing concern
is that the subject is unable to create more tolerant and dialogue-minded culture as history is misused in
the public sphere on a daily basis. The Association is however actively involved in the Ministry of
Education’s effort for new standards, and in addition, the Association is an active player in all the region’s
international projects in the field of history research, teaching and integration.

Slovenia: The Association of History Educators had played a key-role in the development of the new
outcome-based curriculum (2011) and producing a new officially disseminated textbook for Human
Rights Education. Also, it has even successfully lobbied for the government not to diminish the amount of
hours for the subject. Also, for the purpose of the project’s self-financing, the Slovenian delegation has
obtaining approval from their schools to sign-off the time invested in the project.

! http://www.iiz-dvv.de/index.php?article_id=700&clang=1 for more information on the project, also
http://www.historyproject.dvv-international.org/ for more resources, including publications, articles and classroom
methodology
The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Switzerland (observer): Having a complicated educational structure, it is not possible to give one
overview of how History Education is doing in Switzerland at the moment. However, it was explained that
the hot issue is revolving around the impact of the relations between the country and the EU, as well as
how to implement a different curricula, which include very similar standards, among different schools.

Turkey (observer): The Association of History Educators in Turkey is a key-player in the country’s move
towards new and innovative methodologies. The process is however time-consuming and requires a lot
of changes for teacher education. For this purpose the Association has been active in projects with
different Universities, as well as with EUROCLIO, to increase understanding of new standards, as well as
increase the connection between academics and teachers.

In addition, EUROCLIO Senior Manager Jonathan Even-Zohar gave a general update of EUROCLIO’s
activities, policy and vision in a wide sense, as well as with a focus on the project History that Connects
and the steps taken after the first seminar in Sarajevo.

PRESENTATION: Cecyl Esau (Programme Manager, Institute of Justice and Reconciliation, South Africa),

Exploring the use of oral history as a tool for reconciliation in South Africa.

How to use people’s own
experiences and perceptions as
a tool for reconciliation and
peace education? South Africa’s
Institute  of  Justice and
Reconciliation has been making
an effort since 2000 to find way to deal with the past as a
way forward, as Dr Esau put it; so that is lays the foundation
for another society. A key element has been the strong push
for reconciliation as Nelson Mandela took the stage in the
post-apartheid era. In a political environment that in fact

R

Trsttute for Justos and Reconciiation

took responsibility.

In a very engaging and personal style, Dr Esau shared with the participants his personal story of
oppression and persecution in Apartheid-South Africa and how the Institute of Justice and Reconciliation
is working in South Africa, and across the African continent, on working together with Educators to
develop new methods for dealing with the sensitive past. Initially he introduced the social and cultural
developments that radically transformed South Africa in recent history. Threading carefully, the institutes’
experts always approach difficult issues through first working with students, then with educators and as
modules have proven effective, moving towards teacher education.

What was most remarkable and admirable in the presentation was the direct demonstration how it
works when a person is sharing his own biographical experiences initially instead of taking a position in
an historical narrative. Moreover, he directly emphasised how this works: “In reconciliation we must

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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remove the blinds (of justice) from our eyes, to be able to see out prejudices. Sharing our own and our
neighbour’s biographical experiences are critical for the process of reconciliation.”

This process involves thousands of individuals who are the keys. Through small steps, and without big
results, the reconciliation process is growing and this is encouraging other African nations as well as
individuals.

One of the questions raised in the discussion that followed the presentation was about how society
continued to deal with issues like revenge, perceptions, change and victimhood. Dr Esau explained in
response that in fact members of the Black community had been told for generations that change won’t
ever happen - “not in a thousand years”. After the changes then, the drive for reconciliation as well as the
wish to show it was possible — a new South Africa “Rainbow Nation” was a reality. On this he noted that
“History is at the core of our attempts to cross the divides. South Africa is a land of strangers - we do not
know one another as South Africans.”In conclusion, it became clear how the challenge is How do we take
into account the past in order to build a different South Africa?

PRESENTATION: Emilia Savlanou (University of Athens, Contributor to Historiana Theme Rights and
Responsibilities): A case study of Greece’s History Wars.

“Who owns History?” is a question often asked in Greece, Emilia Savlanou presented the complicated
recent development in debating History Education in Greece. She provided an overview of recent policies
and how these affected and steered the public debate in the end resulting in true “History Wars”.

The debates took off after the launch of a new textbook in 2008, which had aimed to re-approach History
Education, enabling it to promote more a culture of tolerance and peace. The new textbook that was
launched would be considered an attempt to deconstruct the national identity. Consequently books were
burned and also several Academics said the book did not cultivate the national spirit. The topics that
underpin the national ideology were described by the authors ‘unemotional’ but also striking the pillar of
Hellenism.

Anno 2011, the debates linger on. National Television is airing a 13-episode long documentary series
about the national revolution of 1921, bringing in front aspects of peaceful cohabitation, showing ethnic
background of all involved, and specifically includes and fosters debates by reflecting on each episode.

In both cases, Savlanou emphasised, there is not a debate about the past, but about our past. How
should the past enter the present? These debates therefore are not examples of academic discourse, but
show a society concerned with its ‘historical consciousness’.

Please download the full text of Emilia Savlanou’s presentation from the euroclio website.

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Presentation & Peer-Review of Draft Modules

Bosnia-Herzegovina

Topic:* Change of state authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina and land ownership

(agrarian question) as an important cause of migrations in the period 1878-1919 - a

wave on sources and significant issues”.

Aims:

1. To engage students to develop skills and knowledge: how to face controversial
issues, how to analyse historical sources, how to select information, how to
derivate conclusions. In this process pupils will develop critical thinking and
multi-perspective approach.

2. To tackle three controversial issues:

a. Loyalty of different population groups (Bosniak Muslims, Croats, Serbs)
to different state authorities (Ottoman ruler, Austro-Hungarian ruler,
Serb ruler)

b. Influence of the agrarian policy (law and practice) toward this loyalty

c. Migration that occurred as a possible result of either loyalty or agrarian policies

3. To challenge pre-conceptions in the current History Education across former Yugoslavia:

a. Ottoman empire was only good state for Bosniak muslims;

b. Austro-Hungary was only good state for Croats,

¢. Yugoslav kingdom was a good state only for Serbs.

These pre-conceptions are often embedded in the histories of migration in which groups
loyal/disloyal to the different states would leave or return

Method & Sources: >

To access the history of the topics with an emphasis on ordinary people (families, individuals, children,

Etc.) with human beings in the centre. To address the topics, different sources will be used, including

parts of textbooks, historiography books or articles, texts from newspapers, parliamentary debates

and/or literary works; official documents, such as census of population, lows and orders; Questionnaire
or interviews with students, parents and ordinary people;

Peer-Review:

After the presentation, constructive comments included the need to make choices in the material, as it is

now too wide and quite complex. The draft modules have to be developed around key questions and

find more connections with the wider Yugoslav context through a diversity of sources. The effort made
and the thinking that has developed did receive positive feedback. As for tackling the controversial
issues, one comment made was “You have used one bullet for three rabbits, well done!”

2 A full overview of the suggested topics is available on the project’s website on the EUROCLIO site:
http://www.euroclio.eu/new/index.php/work/history-that-connects-history-education-in-former-yugoslavia
® A full overview of the suggested sources is available on the project’s website on the EUROCLIO site:
http://www.euroclio.eu/new/index.php/work/history-that-connects-history-education-in-former-yugoslavia
The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Croatia:

Topic: “Karadjordjevic Regime’s relation toward culture (1921-1939) — Controversial
examples from Croatia”; subtopics for case studies include: Payment for culture from
state budgets, (The assassination of) Milan Sufflay, A Monumental Relief of King
Karadjordjevic in Dubrovnik, The Yugoslav Football team in the First FIFA World Cup,
Venetian lions — ancient monuments or proof of Italian Eastern Adriatic, (Trogir
Incident), Art Association “Group Earth”

Aims:

1. To use micro-history studies (events) to approach sensitive and controversial

issues
2. To approach the subjects of freedom, democracy and state repression from the
perspective of Culture and Freedom of Expression and social criticisms.
Methods & Sources:
The case studies use primary sources, and follow key questions to introduce the topics
to the students.
Peer-Review:
A discussion arose in the peer-review which revealed several wording that had been
used to be inadequate, while the diversity of the obtained source material was
appreciated. To connect further to the other national teams in order to overcome the
challenges of wording was advised, as well as to make the overall aim more clear.

Republic of Macedonia:

Topic: “Learning about the Balkan Wars in a multiperspective way”

Aims:

1. To place the Balkan Wars in a wider history of the world

2. To connect for pupils a time- and place orientation of the events

3. To approach the history also from the legacies that it left, concerning victimhood,
aspirations, etc

Methods & Sources:

1. To use a clear path with key-questions which stem from: when, where, who, why,
how and what

2. To work with a diversity of sources, being cartoons, international comparisons and
also perspectives of ordinary people

Most sources are primary sources, but also including statistics.

Peer-Review:

The draft material was received as being very well structured in terms of following the

required Historiana framework and using the key questions to organise the lesson

plans. Several of the sources were found to be exemplary, for instance one gravestone

showing how a man had been a soldiers for four different armies during the Balkan

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Wars. On additional comment was to broaden the perspective and add the Croatian
aspirations of that time to the section about aspirations. Also a critical comment was
made about the need to address the sensitive issue of War Crimes in the material, but
raised a question about how to gather data for it.

Montenegro:

Topic: “External factors in the Yugoslav Civil War 1941-1945"

Aims:

1. Tointroduce students to, various aspects of influence of foreign powers on the civil
war in Yugoslavia (1941-1945), and the impact it had.

2. To attempt to explain misconceptions about support from various countries to
different factions during the war.

Methods & Sources:

1. To study with students how various themes are cross-cutting in the history (and
turning points) of different external factors of this period, including Political and
military affairs; the usage of Propaganda materials; Religion and Economy. The
central method is a comparative approach and working with sources

2. Sources include Textual, Photographs, Contemporary propaganda material and
Statistics

Peer-Review:

The material was presented in a very structured way and also engaged in a few

dilemmas’ that exist around this very sensitive history and the themes that have been

chosen. One of the outcomes is a few identified gaps in the sources materials and the
reference material, which other participants offered to assist and provide for.

Serbia:

Topic: "Some issues of democracy in the Kingdom of SHS"

Aims:

To approach the History of the Kingdom of SHS in order to work with pupils towards a

better understand of what Democracy is, what it can be, and when and how it is limited
Methods & Sources:

A comparison is made between the political frameworks as put in the constitution and
the police practices, using a myriad of primary sources and focusing on different events.
Then a “look from outside” is taken using a report from a British Ambassador, for which
a multiperspective approach is used. A specific zoomed focus is used on education,
labour and gender relation and linked to questions of democratic affairs. IN general
pupils are asked to reflect on the functioning of democracy and to compare and
contrast with today.

Peer-Review:

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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The draft modules presented by the Serbian team was peer-reviewed as being an interesting example of
how an historical issue can be used to address current-day issues with younger children. The
presentation also raised some questions to all participants about the project’s targets and expected
outcomes. Most interesting was the presentation’s function — already in this draft form —into a
discussion about the dissolution of the First Yugoslavia, where on a general level questions can be raised
how the construction of states and the nations operate — even looking at present day EU.

Slovenia:
Topic: "Great depression and its consequences in Slovenia"
Aims:

1. To study how North and South of Kingdom of SHS was impacted differently by the Economic

Crisis of the 1930s

2. To engage students to approach history from an Economic perspective, using primary sources
Methods & Sources:
A lot of source material was collected in order to establish a full overview of the developments in
different sectors of the economy include agricultures and industries. Methodologically students have
been asked to contrast and compare different data-sets of statistical information.
Peer-Review:
While appreciation was given to the large and organised collection of source material and a good
(economic) approach to the period, the modules were peer-reviewed as lacking in comparative
perspective of the South of SHS. Directly suggestions were made on how to wider the perspective and
include material from other parts.

One of the modules developed by the Croatian
team studied the participation of Yugoslavia in
the first FIFA World Cup in 1930’s and the
different receptions they received in the
society. (copyright FIFA)

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Workshop: Cecyl Esau - “The Institute of Justice and Reconciliation
in the Development of South Africa. The real role of History
Education for Reconciliation in Society™

How does one approach history through personal memory?
Moreover, how does one go about such a task when the memory
enclosed in the personal recollections is of a very sensitive nature,
often touching upon controversial events and ‘dark pasts’? At the
Institute of Justice of Reconciliation, different methods have been
developed for educators and pupils to work with Oral History
Methods. During a captivating and active 1.5 hour workshop, Mr
Esau shared his expertise with the participants.

The workshop started with a short thinking exercise about how
people present themselves when asked a simple question. The
example used was “Since you got up this morning, what did you
do?” and indeed led to different perspective and recollection
narratives. Then, it was important to engage the participants in
active work, and the Oral History Methods were applied by the
participants as they —in groups — were asked to prepare an
Interview Strategy. The topic to deal with was the changing of the
name of a street. In smaller groups participants prepared an
Interview Strategy for a real case in which the name of a street
was changed. The main questions on the table were who would
be interviewed, what questions would be asked and how would
those question be asked. In addition, more issues came to the
table, like how will the interview be documented, how will the
results be compiled and which conclusion will we be able to take?
All these questions were dealt with one by one, each time sharing
the groups thinking with the larger group. Overall, the workshop
was assessed to be very useful, well led and providing new
insights. In addition, Mr Esau’s own experience in apartheid
Africa, and from this stemming his drive to work with Oral History
Methods, was particularly inspiring.

* From the Institute of Justice and Reconciliation, two excellent resources on working with Oral History are
available: Making Apartheid History - My contribution: An oral history resource guide (2004) and Building Blocks
for Democracy (2010). Both are available as e-books from the EUROCLIO “History that Connects” Programme
website: http://www.euroclio.eu/new/index.php/work/history-that-connects-history-education-in-former-yugoslavia

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Workshop: Emilia Savlanou - “Modernity and human mobility:
from the formation of nation states to globalization. The case
study of Greece”

A big challenge in teaching history in Southeast Europe is the
how to deal with the transition of the region from a multiethnic
empire to nation-states. In the case of Greece, an important
anchor is the Greek-Turkish Population Exchange of 1923. As a
contributor to the Historiana theme People on the Move Emilia
Savlanou has used a wide array of sources to develop a case
study out of this history, in such a way that it leads to further
thinking about immigration today, about how the people’s
movement of the past is reminisced in the public memory,
culture and art and through this approach certain myths can not
only be debunked historically, but also used to show existing
perceptions.

During her workshop, the deep structure of the case study
within the Historiana framework of key-questions was shared
and in a brainstorm fashion, participants commented on
different sources, their usability in the classroom and the issue of
connecting current-day debates to historical events.

The participants gained relevant insight into the processes of
sources selection, of relating past to present and moreover
learned new perspectives on the Greek-Turkish population
exchange.

Historiana Key-Questions for the theme People on the Move:

= Why did it happen?

=» What were the experiences?

=» What were the perceptions?

=» How did others respond?

= What were the consequences

=» What was the legacy?

=» How does it fit in the big picture?

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
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On-Site Learning: Field Visit to Stobi & Skopje

Even though most participants had been citizens of Yugoslavia before the 1990s, most had not visited
before the central region in the Republic of Macedonia before. In order to further the knowledge about
the region’s history, but also to facilitate in more social and cultural interactions between the participants
coming from almost all the countries in South East Europe, two cultural programme activities were
organised.

Skopje

The entire group went to the country’s capital, which included a guided tour, which was had an
interesting timing as the heart of the city is still very much under construction for the so-called Skopje
2014 project, which includes the construction of new monuments and government buildings. Moreover,
the conference participants joined together for a very special Dinner in a Restaurant fully kept in the style
and dedicated to Marschal Tito. This common past is expressed through singing together and enjoying
each other’s company. A vital part of dialogue between the countries of Former Yugoslavia

The Ancient City of Stobi

Stobi was an ancient town of Paeonia, later conquered by Macedon, and later turned into the capital of
the Roman province of Macedonia Salutaris (now in the Republic of Macedonia). It is located on the main
road that leads from the Danube to the Aegean Sea and is considered by many to be the most famous
archaeological site in the Republic of Macedonia. Stobi was built where the Erigon river (mod. River Crna)
joins the Axids river (mod. Vardar), making it important strategically as a center for both trade and
warfare.

In addition, a special visit was made to the famous winery of Popova Kula in the same region.

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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Reflection, Discussion Groups & Quality Assessment

On the last day of the event, Joke van der Leeuw-Roord (EUROCLIO Executive Director) led a workshop
with break-out discussion groups which would facilitate a consolidative feed forward into the projects
development in terms of results, challenges and next steps. The groups were specifically discussed in
mixed groups in which only representatives of different associations took place, while all the groups were
asked to study the following questions:

1. In how far do the presented materials reflect the proposed outcomes of the project?

2. In how far do the presented materials reflect the issues addressed in the following essential
documents?

a. The EUROCLIO Framework
b. The European Reference Framework
c. The Historiana Question Framework
d. The Council of Europe Recommendations Teaching History in Post Conflict Areas
e. National Curricula
3. What conclusions can we draw from this workshop for...?

a. The development of a methodology on working with sensitive and controversial topics in
school history

b. The development of an innovative history curriculum approach for the countries in the
region

4. What should be done next?

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
Supported Program of Budapest and by the Kingdom of Norway, Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
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In addition to the discussion groups, a quality assessment framework was filled out individually, which
allowed a deep assessment of the value of the work done in this project and at this workshop.

The participants evaluated different quality indicators in different categories. On average the participants
assessed that 74% of the quality indicators were addressed.

In terms of the seminar achieving the aims, 93% (highest) of the participants felt that the aim to Peer-
review the first drafts of the module was achieved, and 79% (lowest) felt that the aims to Present, update
and share the current state of history education issues of the countries of Former Yugoslavia and beyond
and the involvement of the Associations of History Educators was achieved.

In terms of contributing to EUROCLIO’s Aims and Objectives, 100% (highest) felt that the aim for
Promoting of history, heritage and citizenship education based on the principles of multi-perspectivity,
the development of historical awareness and critical thinking was addressed, while 59% (lowest) felt that
addressing the enhancing the position of history, heritage and citizenship education in the curriculum of
schools was addressed.

In terms of the seminar pushing for more innovative history education, most addressed was that History
is based on evidence, supporting evidence and cross-references (97%), while addressing the issue of
impartial language was addressed the least (52%)

In terms of the seminar pushing for more responsible history education, most addressed was theme of
was/occupation/annexation/changing borders (90%), while slavery/colonialism/imperialism was
addressed the least (21%)

In terms of addressing the development of historical skills and competences, addressing the students’
abilities to think critically, analyze, interpret and question scored high (86-97%), while the ability to judge
and engage actively, as well as approaches to formative assessment scored lower (41-52%)

Finally, open-ended questions to the individual participant asked for feed forward for the management to
better plan the next seminar. Responses
included the need for more active
workshops to be held with the material, as
well as a better focus on the final product
and expectations.

In order to obtain the full results (29
responses to 49 indicators), please contact
the EUROCLIO Management.

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
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Results, Challenges and Next Steps

After days of very constructive work efforts, strategic meetings and creative new ways to build on the
first drafts towards new teaching material, the following results, challenges and next steps can be listed.

Results:

=>» Work in this project is carried out in a culture of respect, debate, listening and understanding,
despite the controversial issues in the table, participants are eager to resolve differences and move
forward.

=>» The professional capacity of the participants in the project is high and intellectually solid, through
clearly building on the grown experiences and insights from previous project engagement as well as
grown individual capacities as some of the participants are upcoming historians in universities.

=>» All draft modules (case studies) addressed the topics thematically, addressed issues in a
multiperspective way and allowed easy linkage to framing timelines. Together these approaches can
be considered as contributing to the new historical paradigm.

=>» Draft modules are adequately in line with the competences of the European Union Reference
Framework and with the EUROCLIO Framework, as all groups made clear the topic, subtopics and key
questions they were working with. Teaching approach was clear through the selection of sources
such as pictures and newspapers articles.

=>» Real sensitive and controversial issues have come to the table in the drafts.

=>» All draft modules, and their wider themes, topics and subtopics have very good potential for regional
approach.

=>» The History Teachers Association of Macedonia has been very capable to organise together with
Congress Service Centre (Skopje) this Regional Work Seminar.

=>» The History Teachers Association of Macedonia with EUROCLIO has been able to bring to the event
more interested (and ethnically mixed) teachers, as well as a representatives of the Ministry of
Education of the Republic of Macedonia, the Bureau for Development of Education (Republic of
Macedonia) the Organisation for Security and Cooperation (OSCE), Centre for Democracy and
Reconciliation in South East Europe (CDRSEE) and also actively participating observers from Albania,
Bulgaria, Switzerland, Turkey and USA.

=>» The expertise of Mr Cecyl Esau from South Africa’s Institute of Justice and Reconciliation has proven
to be very useful, effective and inspiring on professional and personal levels. EUROCLIO hopes to
continue this cooperation.

Challenges:
The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
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=>» As a regional project with many countries involved, the structure of the project’s operation has to be

>

made clearer to the participants.

Not all of the case studies addressed topics that were sensitive for the entire region, which is a clear
aim of the project. More collaboration to diversify the sources origin is envisaged.

Some of the case studies need a larger variety of sources representing more points of view and
divided memories.

Gender perspective has to be strengthened in line with the Council of Europe’s Recommendation on
teaching history in post-conflict societies - not as separate issue but through all themes.

Learning outcomes, attitudes and values and pedagogy need be discussed more explicitly when the
materials are fit into the Historiana framework, especially the usage of good key questions.

Draft modules have to indicate how they are tailored for age, methodologically and content.

Even though sensitive issues have been proposed, there is more space to apply multiperspectivity, a
regional scope and go deeper into the heart of the matters.

The project is impacting a relatively small part of the represented association, due to budget
constraints.

In order to accomplish all the aims of the programme, additional funding is needed with more
national focus.

Next Steps:

>

>

7

To strengthen the cooperation between the national teams, and depending on the topics to also start
to develop draft modules on a regional level by working in international teams.

To find way to wider the impact of this project by using bigger teaching material development teams
in the different associations, which will also be able to operate in their own languages. This means
addressing potential donors for more national oriented project to accompany the regional
programme.

To incorporate more Oral History Methods into the draft modules.
To emphasise more the regional dimensions in the draft modules.

To clarify further how the project operates within the Historiana Framework in terms of end product
(modules, timelines, source galleries), as well as structures case-studies, target groups and envisaged
usage and working with the Historiana support staff.

To peer-review in the 3" Seminar (25-27 November) new modules.

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
Strategy for Southeast Europe. Financially it is supported by the Open Society Institute — with the contribution of the Education
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=>» To have the presentations of the draft modules done in a workshop style in order to peer-review the
pedagogy, and the quality/effectiveness of the key questions

=>» To establish a relation with CDRSEE to explore ways for usage of excellent source material collected in
the Joint History Project (JHP)

=>» To continue the peer-review and expansion within the selected/proposed themes, in order to have in
the end 20 Historiana Modules.

Tasks & Planning for the Teams

e EUROCLIO Management to further develop the programme implementation strategy to put the
focus on implementation of the regional projects, while working to obtain new projects that deal
with national issues.

e The Association of Macedonia and Montenegro, and depending of further support of third
parties also Slovenia and Croatia are asked to provide cost overviews for the 3™ Regional Work
Seminar (25-27 November 2011)

e The National teams are asked to send 4 representatives per country to the Regional Seminar.

e National Teams can schedule working meetings with their wider teams, and should in order for
reimbursement specify these meetings to EUROCLIO Management in time.

e Hrvoje Klasic (Croatia) will reflect on the proposed draft modules to suggest better reference
material, in the first step to Milos Vukanovic (Montenegro) concerning the external factors in
1941-1945

e Edin Radusic (Bosnia-Herzegovina) will share with Milos Vukanovic (Montenegro) materials
connected to external support to the Muslim population between 1941-1945

e Emilia Savlanou (Greece), Emina Zivkovic (Serbia) and Milos Vukanovic (Montenegro) will share
with Mire Mladenovski (Macedonia) more sources and ideas about the developed material on
the Balkan Wars.

e In order to address better potential third parties interested in support the programme, individual
representatives will need to be better in representing themselves, a first step being the drafting a
a CVin the Europass format: http://europass.cedefop.europa.eu/

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
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EUROCLIO Coordinators

Joke van der Leeuw-Roord joke@euroclio.nl; Mobile: +31 6 42210668
Jonathan Even-Zohar jonathan@euroclio.nl; Mobile: +31 6 54712803

Represented Associations

Albanian History Teachers Association

The Albanian History Teachers Association was established on the 10™ of December 1998 in Tirana,
Albania. Nowadays, the Association has seventy active members as well as a well-established network of
teachers all over the country. The Board of Association is represented of experienced history experts
that are very active in the field of history teaching. The Albanian History Teachers Association has been
a member of EUROCLIO for over 10 years and has participated in the Joint Stability Pact Project with the
Bulgarian and Macedonian Project. It also collaborates with the UNESCO, the Institute of Education
Development and the Ministry of Education and Science and other organisations in Albania.

EUROCLIO - HIP

EUROCLIO - HIP (historija, istorija, povijest) was established in December 2003, at the first association
assembly which took place in Sarajevo. The organization was registered in Sarajevo canton as the
Association of history teachers and educators. The Association was registered on the state level in the
following year. To achieve this, the Association has successfully pushed through a change in legislation
that enables organisations to register on national (and not only canton) level. In 2009, EUROCLIO-HIP has
62 active members, and access to many more through educational institutions and organized activities
and projects. The Association is run by the Steering Board, which consist of 5 members. Supervisory
Board consists of 3 members. Term of office for both boards is 3 years. The Association is established as
a non-partisan, non-governmental and non-profit organization. Its main goal is improvement of the
history education vocation in primary and secondary schools in the territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Croatian History Teachers Association

The Croatian History Teachers Association is a neutral and independent association of individuals and
legal entities that combine to achieve common goals. It is a non-profit organization situated in Zagreb.
The main goals of the Association are to encourage the development of history teaching, to organize
educational courses for teachers of history as well as to facilitate the exchange of information in this
sphere. The Association works in collaboration with the EUROCLIO and the Centre for Democracy and

The History that Connects Project is endorsed by the United Nations Alliance of Civilisations, as it is adopted into the Regional
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Reconciliation of South-East Europe. The Members of the Association have participated in seminars
abroad and a lot of opportunities are opened for new projects.

History Teachers Association of Kosovo

The History Teachers Association of Kosovo was established as a result of reforms which took place in
the country in order to reach modern European trends in education. The major goals of the Association
are to take care about the history subject within the education system of Kosovo and to facilitate the
delivery of practical advices and practices among the teachers of history subject. The History Teacher
Association of Kosovo has applied to become a EUROCLIO Member aiming to cooperate and exchange
experiences with other Associations and with other teachers from different country and during the
General Assembly 2009 in Cyprus their application has been accepted.

History Teachers Association of Macedonia

HTAM (History Teachers Association of Macedonia) is created with the main aim to help in the process of
modernization of history teaching in Macedonia. HTAM (History Teachers Association of Macedonia) is
organized on voluntary base and all teachers from primary and secondary school same us a different
profile of historians with an interest in the field of improving and modernization of history teaching in
Macedonia are free to participate. Until now more than 50 teachers whose involved in different activities
on national and international level. Except the President, Board of HTAM has 4 more members, which are
elected for 3 years.

History Teachers Association of Montenegro

The History Teachers Association of Montenegro is a newly established non-profit organization aiming to
improve history education and to promote new history methods of teaching. The main goal of the
Association is to create a wide network of history educators. It works in close cooperation with the
Ministry of Education, the Institute for Education and other organizations in Montenegro.

Serbian History Teachers Association

The Serbian History Teachers Association was established in 2001 in Belgrade. Today, the Association has
two hundred active members. The major goal of the Association is to work with different historical
sources and to train teachers. One of the activities of the Association is to change traditional discourse of
history teaching and to create a critical attitude toward past for history teachers, and through them, for
their students.The Serbian HTA is warmly supported by EUROCLIO and its wider network and waits to
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receive the best examples of textbooks from their teaching practice and the latest editions dealing with
this subject.

Slovenian History Teachers Association

The Slovenian History Teachers Association is a non-governmental and non-profit organization
established in 1999. The association has 130 members, history teachers working on primary, secondary
and university level of education. The goals of the Association are to enhance the quality of history
teaching in Slovenia by promoting new teaching methods and approaches in history teaching. The
Association organized several in-service training programmes in cooperation with the Department of
History, the Faculty of Arts and the University Ljubljana. It has also worked in close cooperation with the
Council of Europe in the project European Dimension.

Supported by

Open Society Institute

The Open Society Foundations were established in 1984 by the philanthropist George Soros aiming to
help countries in their transition process from communism to democracy. Today, the Open Society
Foundations work to build vibrant and tolerant democracies whose governments are accountable to
their citizens. To achieve this mission, the Foundations seek to shape public policies that assure greater
fairness in political, legal, and economic systems and safeguard fundamental rights. On a local level, the
Open Society Foundations implement a range of initiatives to advance justice, education, public health,
and independent media. At the same time, we build alliances across borders and continents on issues
such as corruption and freedom of information. The Foundations place a high priority on protecting and
improving the lives of people in marginalized communities.

Western Balkans Unit, Royal Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway

Since the early 1990s, Norway has been playing an important role as facilitator in a number of peace and
reconciliation processes. Norway’s experience has shown that small countries can also play a constructive
role in resolving complex armed conflicts, even without the direct involvement of the UN or the major
powers. Norwegian peace efforts are, however, contingent on all the involved parties showing a genuine
will to negotiate and on their acceptance of Norway as a facilitator. Norway can offer long-term political
and economic involvement, including after a peace agreement has been reached.

UN Alliance of Civilizations

The United Nations Alliance of Civilizations (UNAQOC) is an initiative of the UN Secretary-General which
aims to improve understanding and cooperative relations among nations and peoples across cultures and
religions, and to help counter the forces that fuel polarization and extremism. The Alliance was
established in 2005, at the initiative of the Governments of Spain and Turkey, under the auspices of the
United Nations. In April 2007, the United Nations Secretary-General appointed Jorge Sampaio, former
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President of Portugal, as High Representative for the Alliance. The History that Connects Programme is
adapted to the Alliance’s Regional Strategy for South East Europe and it’s Action Plan.

Organizers

Joke van der Leeuw-Roord
B = | Joke van der Leeuw-Roord, NL, Founding President and Executive
Director of EUROCLIO - The European Association of History Educators
received her degree in history at Groningen University in the
Netherlands. She worked from 1972 till 1993 as a history teacher,
teacher trainer and history advisor. She was President of the Dutch
history Teachers Association, VGN and editor of the Magazine on the
Learning and Teaching of History in the Netherlands, Kleio. She was chair
of the WIEG, the committee which designed and implemented
innovative national examinations for history and citizenship education. As a leading expert on history
education, innovative methodology and trans-national history, she has initiated and coordinated a
multitude of national, trans-national projects in Albania, Belarus, Bulgaria, Bosnia-in-Herzegovina,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Georgia, Latvia, Macedonia, Montenegro, Romania, Russia,
Serbia Turkey and Ukraine. The projects are characterized by the focus on professional capacity building,
development of educational tools, implementation through training and the development of
independent local networks and organizations promoting innovative history education. She works as
consultant for the Council of Europe, UNESCO, OSCE, International Alert and the European Union. She is
Vice-President of the Advisory Board of the Georg Eckert Institute in Braunschweig (Germany) and
member of the Advisory Board of the Institute for Historical Culture at the Rotterdam Erasmus
University. Joke van der-Leeuw is the author of publications by the Koerberstiftung, UNESCO and many
international journals on history and history education. Joke van der Leeuw-Roord has been decorated in
2009 by the Dutch Queen as Officer in the Order of Oranje-Nassau and honoured by the Dutch History
Educators Association with the Huib de Ruyter Award for History Education. Both awards stipulated her
important contributions to the national and international quality development of history education. She
is also an Honorary Member of the Bulgarian and Estonian History Educators Associations.

Contact information: joke@euroclio.nl

Jonathan Even-Zohar

Jonathan Even-Zohar, NL, (MA), project manager at EUROCLIO, has a degree in History from Leiden
University, relating to World-Historical perspectives in History Education with an honorary Crayenborgh-
degree in Islam and Europe. At EUROCLIO he has assisted Joke van der Leeuw-Roord in the History
Education Projects in Bulgaria, Cyprus and Former Yugoslavia during various visits to the countries,
including the practical preparation of international conferences, seminars and workshops; the
processing and dissemination of the results into financial, methodological and practical reports. He
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coordinated the funding for and execution of a study visit to Turkey for 20 Dutch
History Educators in October 2007. This trip was a great success and increased
the participant’s knowledge of the cross-cultural comparisons with Turkish
History Educators, regarding aspects of publishing, curriculum development,
political influence and general attitude. More recently, in 2008 he managed the
project “Connecting Europe through History — Human Rights Education”, funded
by the European Union and the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs amongst
others.

Contact information: jonathan@euroclio.nl

Mire Mladenovski was born in 1967 in Macedonia. He graduated from the History
Department of the Faculty of Philosophy in Skopje in 1991. Since 1992 he has been
working in a primary school. He participated in a number of international conferences
and projects. He is a co-author and an editor of supplementary teaching material for
secondary schools “Understanding the past, learning for the future” and an author of
the CD with the same title. He is also an author and editor of many other teaching
materials. He is an expert for using the Information- communication technology in
teaching, and is an accredited trainer for modern history teaching. He is currently involved as an editor
in a web application initiative of EUROCLIO - HISTORIANA (online, interactive multimedia tool for
historians). Besides, he is one of the founders and currently President of the HTAM (History Teachers
Association of Macedonia).

Contact information: mire.mladenovski@gmail.com

Mr. Besnik Emini

Besnik Emini was born in 1977 in Tetovo, Republic of Macedonia. He has been
graduated in history at University of Skopje in 2002. He has finished master
studies at the same university in 2009. He is specialist in history of Balkan nations
during the 18" and beginning of 19" century, national awakening and creation of
national states in the Balkan. His is preparing his PhD dissertation. Right now he is
researcher at the Institute for Cultural and Spiritual Heritage of Albanians in
Skopje, Republic of Macedonia. He is expert in history and history education,
textbook author, giving workshops/lecturers, teacher trainer. He has worked as a
history teacher from 2001 till 2008. In 2008 he was appointed as a president of
State exam history commission for the elementary school history teachers. He is an active member and
one of founders of History Teachers” Association of Macedonia (Member of Euro Clio). He has
participated in workshops and seminars, conferences and other activities in Macedonia and other
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countries. He is also one of the authors of recent history project in Macedonia ,Retelling History“(2007).
Mr. Emini is promoting the idea that history should be treated without borders, and also textbooks
should contain more lessons about modern-current history, and that school-education systems must pay
more attention on human subjects in the age of technology to stop dehumanization of human beings.
His passions are languages, museums and bookshops. He has participated in several local and
international seminars and workshops.

Contact information: ebesnik@yahoo.com

Trainers

Cecyl Esau

Cecyl Esau has finished his master degree in Studied Development Studies and
History at the University of Western Cape, Bellville South Africa. Currently, he is a
Project Leader of Schools’ Oral History Project at the Institute for Justice and
Reconciliation in Cape Town, South Africa.

Contact information: cecyl@ijr.org.za

Emilia Salvanou

Emilia Salvanou is a historian. She received her PhD in History and Social Anthropology
from the Aegean University. She also works as a post-doctoral researcher in the
Faculty of History in Athens University on the ideological integration of
Balkan refugees during the period after World War | until the ‘60s, supervised by Prof.
A. Liakos. Her publications involve the subjects of migration, citizenship, social
representations, memory, narration and identity formation.

Contact information: esalvanou@tellas.gr
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Participants

Aleksandar Todosijevic

Aleksandar Todosijevic was born on 19" of January 1977 in Zemun. He graduated in
History from the Faculty of Philosophy, Belgrade in 2004. He has worked as a
history teacher in two elementary schools: Branko Radicevic and Svetislav
Golubovic — Mitraljeta, both of them are located in Batajnica. He participated in
many seminars, courses and projects dedicated to history teaching.

Contact information: acatod@gmail.com

Bahrudin BeSirevié

Bahrudin BeSirevic was born in 1973 in Ostrozac (Cazin, Bosnia and
Herzegovina). He graduated in history from the Sarajevo Faculty of Philosophy.
He has been employed as a history teacher at the Il Secondary School in Cazin. In
the same school he was a director. Bahrudin BeSirevi¢ is the co-author of
additional teaching material “Ordinary people in an extraordinary country —
Everyday life in B&H, Croatia and Serbia 1945-1990. “ He participated in several
conferences in the country and abroad. He also organized several seminars on local, regional and state
level. He is a member of the Council for culture of Cazin municipality, member and one of the founders
of EUROCLIO — HIP Bosnia and Herzegovina. He has actively participated in the creation of history
curricula. Currently he is working on a book “Old towns of Cazin municipality and of the Unsko-sanski
Canton.”

Contact information: bahro_besirevic@yahoo.com

Bojana Blagojevic

Bojana Dujkovi¢ has graduated in History from the University of Banjaluka in 2008. She
is a current professor in History of culture and civilization at the University for Business
studies in Banjaluka. Bojana has been a founder and a member of the EUROCLIO — HIP
since 2003. She has participated in many workshops and conferences related to
history and history education. In the period between 2003 and 2008, Bojana was a
coordinator of EUROCLIO project for Bosnia and Herzegovina History in Action,
Preparing for the Future. She also participated in annual assembly of the European
association of history teachers — EUROCLIO in Bristol in 2008. Furthermore, Bojana has been involved in
the EUROCLIO project for BiH-Building Bridges in Bosnia and Herzegovina as a coordinator for a year. In

addition to her experience as a coordinator in different projects, Bojana was co-author of additional
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teaching material “Ordinary people in unordinary country”.

Contact information: bojana@ccibh.org

Blerta Ferati

Blerta Ferati was born in Prishtina on November 13", 1983. She graduated in History -
University of Prishtina in 2008. She worked as a Professor of History in Primary School
“Selman Riza” in Fushe Kosovo for a year. Since January 2011 she has worked as an
English teacher in Primary School “BajramCurri” Fushe Kosove. Meantime, she also
attended computer classes, seminars, conferences about new methods of teaching and
learning History.

Contact information: blertabubo@hotmail.com

Denis Detling
Denis Detling was born in 1977 in Osijek. He graduated from Faculty of Pedagogy in

Osijek, Department of history and German language. He is a museum pedagogue in
Museum of Slavonia, Osijek. He has worked in gymnasium in Osijek as a history
teacher. So far he published several papers in specialized magazines, held several
public lectures and workshops in Croatia and on international level, participated in a
number of school, out-of-school and international projects. He is an author of
textbook and several supplemental teaching and educational materials. He is also an
author of several small educational exibitions in a museum.

Contact information: denis.detling@gmail.com

Donika Xhemaijli

Donika Xhemaijli was born in Prishtina in 1970. She graduated in history from the
University of Prishtina in 1992 where she also finished her primary and secondary
education. She has been working as a history teacher since 1999 at the primary school
“Faik Konica”, Prishtina. During her work, she took part in a number of seminars and
conferences related to the new methods of teaching and learning History that took
place in Kosovo as well as around Europe. Moreover, she published several history
papers. She also took the initiative of establishing the History Teachers Association of
Kosovo in 2008 and currently she is the president of the Association.

Contact information: donika6@hotmail.com

Edin Radusi ¢
Edin Radusi¢ was born in 1970 in Foca. He graduated history from the Sarajevo
Faculty of Philosophy in 1999, received an MA in south-east European studies in
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Athens in 2000, M. Sc. in history of Bosnia and Herzegovina in the 19th and 20th century at Faculty of
Philosophy in Sarajevo in 2004, PHD degree at the Faculty of Philosophy of Sarajevo in 2008. He has been
employed as an Assistant since 1999, as Senior Assistant since 2005, and Asistant professor since 2009 at
the history department of Faculty of Philosophy of University of Sarajevo. His scientific field is history of
Bosnia and Herzegovina of the 19th and 20th century in broader European context. He is an author of
several scientific papers and a co-author of a text book and two teacher manuals for history for seventh
grade of primary school. He participated in several scientific conferences in the country and abroad.
Contact information: edinradusic@yahoo.com

Emina Zivkovic

Emina Zivkovic has graduated from the Faculty of Philosophy, University of Belgrade,
Serbia in 1997. She was working as a teacher in several elementary schools in the
period between 1997 and 2006. Besides, she was a teacher trainer with “Centre for
Democracy and Reconciliation in South East Europe” on a project Alternative
Educational Material-Teaching Southeast History”. She participated in many
workshops and conferences related to history and history education. Emina took part
in the Annual International seminar on the Cold War, organized by the London School
of Economics and Political Sciences’ Cold War Studies, Cambridge. In addition, she
attended the Final Conference of the “Connecting Europe through History” on International Professional
Training and Development Conference. She has been a Member of the Board of Udi-Euroclio since 2010.
She is a current member of the Association for Social History.

Contact information: emina.zivkovic@yahoo.com

Hel ena MeSnj ak

Helena Mesnjak was born in 1957 in Slovenj Gradec. She finished Elementary
school in Dravograd, High school in Maribor, and the Faculty of Arts in
Ljubljana. Helena graduated from history and sociology in 1983. In 2001 she
gained a Mater's degree in Economical history of MeZiska Valley from the end
of World War Il until self-management. Currently, she teaches at Poslovno-
komercialna Sola Celje. She is a member both of the Association of Teachers of
i Slovenia and also of the Association of Historians of Slovenia. Together with
students, Helena is involved in ACES projects. She successfully collaborates with Association of Teachers
of Slovenia and publishes articles in specialist journals.

Contact information: helena.mesnjak@guest.arnes.si
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Hrvoje Klas i ¢

Hrvoje Klasi¢ was born on the 6" of December 1972. in Sisak (Croatia) where he
completed elementary and high school. In 1997 he graduated from the Department of
History, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities at the University of Zagreb. At the
same University he defended his master thesis entitled "Socio - Political changes in
Sisak, 1970-1972." and dissertation entitled “1968 in Yugoslavia. Socio — economic
changes in international context”. Since 1995 he has been employed as a professor of
history at Sisak High School and since 2003 he has been an assistant professor at the
4. | Department of History, Faculty of Social Sciences and Humanities in Zagreb. Hrvoje
Klasi¢ holds a number of the optional courses related to the history of the 20th century, and holds
seminars in the subject "European and world history since 1945.”.

Hrvoje Klasi¢ won the Annual Award of the Association of University Teachers and other Scholars in
Zagreb in 2006. That same year he won the Annual Award of Sisak for the book “Croatian Spring in
Sisak”. He is co-author of the documentary series "Croatian Spring", shown on Croatian Television in
2010/2011.

Contact information: hklasic@ffzg.hr

Irena Paradzik

Irena Paradzik was born in 1978 in Ljubljana, where she finished her primary and
secondary education. She graduated in history and pedagogy from the Faculty of
Philosophy in Ljubljana. She has been working as a history teacher in Gymnasium JoZe
Plecnik Ljubljana since 2003. Irena became also a member of Slovenian Association of
History Teachers in 2002. Besides, she published several papers in specialized
magazines, held several public lectures and workshops, and participated in a number of
school, out-of-school and international projects.

Contact information: irena.paradzik@guest.arnes.si

Kiti Korda

Kiti Korda was born in Dubrovnik where she completed her primary and secondary
education. She graduated in History from Faculty of Humanities and Social Studies at
the University of Zagreb. She has been working as a history teacher in Dubrovnik
Grammar School since 1996. She was promoted to the rank of Teacher-mentor in 2007.
She has participated in several advanced local and international seminaries and
workshops for History teachers. Kiti is a member of the Croatian Association of History
Teachers and was one of the authors of EUROCLIO project History in Action — Ordinary people in an
extraordinary country. Her special interest is working with advanced students on local history projects.
Contact information: kitijuricakorda@yahoo.com
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Ljiliana Lazarevic

Ljiljana Lazarevic has graduated from the Faculty of Philosophy, University of
Belgrade, Serbia. She is a current history teacher in the elementary school “King
Peter the First”, Belgrade. She was Serbian coordinator in the common EUROCLIO
and EUROPAEUM project “Human rights education “as well as participant in the
final conference “Connecting Europe Through History” on International
professional training and development conference. In the period between 2004
and 2008, she was a Coordinator on the project “History in Action”, supported by
Danish Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Mrs. Lazarevic has been an active member of the
Association for Social History — Euroclio (UDI-Euroclio), Belgrade since 2003. At the moment, she is a
Head of history-geography section in school “King Peter the First”, Belgrade and Teacher trainer with
“Centre for Democracy and Reconciliation in Southeast Europe”, on the project “Alternative Educational
Material- teaching Southeast history”.

Contact information: lilana@sbb.rs

Lyubomir Georgiev

Lyubomir Georgiev was born in 1976 in Bourgas, Bulgaria. He graduated in history
from the University of Veliko Tarnovo. He followed his master degree in World
History at the same university. He is fluent in Russian and Bulgarian

Contact information: chubaka bb@yahoo.com.
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Mil oS Vukanovi ¢

Milos Vukanovi¢ was born on September 7" 1986. He has graduated in History at the
History Department at the Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Montenegro.
Currently, he is at his master studies in the area of International affairs at the Faculty of
Political Sciences of the University of Montenegro. At the same time, he is working as a teacher in an
elementary school. As a student he received a scholarship from the "St. Peter of Cetinje” Foundation.
The Foundation annually awards this scholarship to the best students in this area. Mr. Vukanovi¢ has
been active in the Foundation since 2008, first as an associate and later as a project coordinator in the
areas of exploring and promoting new founding in the history of Montenegro as well as in protecting of
cultural heritage. He has also worked at the Centre for Civic Education where he has successfully
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completed the School of Democracy and School of Human rights. He is now active as a lecturer in the
School of the Young Leadership and School of Student Leadership which the CCE organizes in
cooperation with the Municipality of Podgorica. He is fluent in English.

Contact information: _milosvukanovic@gmail.com

Natasa Stefanovska

Natasa Stefanovska finished her master degree in history from the Philosophic
Faculty at the University of “St. Cyril and Methodius” in Skopje. She worked in the
Institute of History and Public Children Institution “Mladost”. Presently, she is a
history teacher at a primary school. Natasa has taken part in many workshops and
seminars related to history education.

Contact information: natasa_79@yahoo.com, nstefanovska98 @yahoo.com

Osman Sabanci

Osman Sabanci received his bachelor degree in Social Studies from the Gazi University
in 2005. He finished his master degree in Social Studies in 2008. At the moment, he is
a research assistant in the Department of Elementary Education at the Gazi
University.

Contact information: osmansabanci@gazi.edu.tr

A
Vanja Zidar Smic

Vanja Zidar Smic was born in Ljubljana, Slovenia in 1973 and she has been living there
ever since. In 1999 she graduated from the University of Ljubljana, study of history
and ethnology. She has been teaching history in a secondary school since 1998. She
cooperates in different school projects within her school Euro Sola Ljubljana every
year. She thinks being a teacher is a really beautiful, but also difficult and nowadays,
unfortunately underestimated profession. Besides her job, Vanja is interested in
travelling, sports and reading.

Contact information: vanja.zidar@amis.net

Valentina Stamenkovich

Vjollcé Gashi

Vjollcé Gashi was born in Prishtina in 1983. She graduated in history from the
University of Prishtina in 2007 where she also finished her primary and
secondary education. She has been working as a history teacher since 2008 in
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the primary school “Meto Bajraktari “ in Prishtina. She has been working at the primary and secondary
school proprietary “ ZENIT “. During the time she worked, she also attended computer classes, seminars,
conferences about new methods of teaching and learning History.

Contact information: vjollca.gashi@hotmail.com

Adrian Liman, Ajrulla Jakupovski

Observers

Antonis Hadjiyannakis

Antoni Hadjiyannakis completed his BA in Business Administration in Kavala, Greece and
his MSc in International Conflict at Kingston University, England. During his studies he .\
did research on minorities in the Balkans. After completing his studies he worked for the
Stability Pact for Southeast Europe in Thessaloniki and was an electoral observer with
the OSCE travelling throughout the Balkans. Before resuming his duties at the CDRSEE in
2011, he was Special Advisor to the Secretary General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
in Athens.

Contact information: antonis@cdsee.org

Dana Johnson

Dana Johnson is a graduate student of cultural anthropology at the University of
Massachusetts-Amherst. She is currently conducting research on civil society
initiatives engaged in changing the way that history is taught and written in the
Balkan region. Her research is broadly focused on the themes of historiography,
collective memory, and discourses of Europeanness. She is attending this
meeting as an observer, to learn more about the practices of history education
reform, and is also interested in hearing about the experiences of teachers in
using alternative educational materials.

Contact information: dnjohnso@anthro.umass.edu

Daniela Zunzer

Daniela Zunzer was born in Germany in 1969 and grew up in Germany and Switzerland.
She studied history, geography and social anthropology in Zurich and Berlin. She has a
master’s degree from Humboldt-University in Berlin in history (1996). After some years
as a researcher at the Humboldt-University, she is teaching history in a high school in
Fribourg / Switzerland since 2001 (grades 10-13).

The aftermath of the Holocaust and the dealing with this heavily loaded past was and is
a central topic for her. After further training in the field of Holocaust Education and teaching this topic,
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she put an emphasis on the combination of classroom learning and learning outside of the school at
authentic places — during excursions, travels, discussions with survivors. The organization of a high-
school exchange between Fribourg and Jerusalem in 2010/11 intensified the belief in the strong impact
this way of learning and understanding can have.

Not only that but also her interest for other regions with a difficult past, brought her in contact with
former Yugoslavia, where she is since a couple of years regularly traveling to. She is currently planning a
field trip with students to Bosnia and Kosovo for April 2012, as well as a field trip to Israel / Palestinian
territories with history teachers.

Contact information: Zunzerda@edufr.ch

Emilija Janackovska

Emilija Janackovska graduated in Social Studies from the Philosophical Faculty in
Skopje. She worked as an outreach protection invention officer in the European
Civil Organization in Skopje, Macedonia. Currently, she is an education reform
assistant in the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe. She
follows a post graduate course of study in Social Politics at the Institute for
Social Work and Social Policy. She has participated in many conferences and
trainings related to history education and social policy studies.

Contact information: Emilija.Simonovska-Janackovska@osce.org

Jordancho Popovski (Ministry of Education, Republic of Macedonia)
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