- rtransfeiiation that we yearned for;

THE MEANING OF RECONCILIATION
PO

..us.: We' do not necessarily :
_forgive - one" ‘anothey “love -one..
TIMING strategy and mtent are another orhugand Kissone another;
crucial ingredients of any_ su_e_cess- i in-order o hve together in peaceful
" ful reconciliation process. Miss the- co-existence. -
moment or fail to address se'quence .~ We do have 1o, respect one
and process, and the endeavour 1s_. a.nother and-establish certain’ éco-
- likely to come to naught. A nomie, social- and: pohtrcal ground
Fail to address the. underlylng__-_ rules that enable this to happen.
cause of the conflict and the process’ " This level of. polltlcal realistn may
~ is likely to blow up in the faces of - be-the only realistic: pohtlcal option
everyone concerned.. L we have, shortof what John Vorster
\ The question is- Whether South; ““once called “an alternative that 1s
Africa has missed the moment to be - -too ghastly to.contemplate”.: &
truly reconciled? Is it too'lateéto ' 'Theresponse of the Un1ver31ty of :
“achieve the reconciliation and social, .~ the Free State to the abuse of umivers’
sity workers by students in the Reitz
even though we-had within.our -+ residence in 2007 1saskﬂfulexamp1e
grasp, in the p011t10a1 transmon of'-'_' of this second-level reconciliation:
19947 - Theunwersrcy made & deliberate
- The: realistic argument goes : and conscious effort to steer a clear-
something likethis: reconciliation is headed strategic and well-designied
a process. It takes time: ‘We cannot ugh-the minefields
expect to renew dnd heal a nation South -African; the Free State and
torn apart by.300 years:of colonial-- “campus politics, responding with
ism and“50 years -of statutory “maoral integrity and legal clari
" apartheid overnight. . - - . 'Then, having made its point,
- “Reéoiiciliation” can, of COUTrSE;- 'opened the way for.an: sout-oficourt
- be interpretedin many: different:” ‘gettlement, eontendmg that the four
‘ways. I mention only two: the one . students. involved: in the incident
involvesa senseof -inrier-or spiritual -~ should not be held solely responsibile -
purifieation-- what: GFW Hegel, the - for the sins ‘of ‘a sociéty that shaped o
German philosopher; called “meta- - their values and in many: ways- :
physical solidarity” with one’s  determined their behaviour: '
eremies— “leaving tio scar behind". - This, together mthanagreementl
Archbishop Emeritus Desmond . for the paymeiit-of reparations, led. .
Tutu regards reconciliation as an -.to an out-of-court settlement on the:
act of “grace” that draws us all into’ judgment of the Eguality Court:”
a “common humanity”. Thisis won- - ;| '~ This led to-a ‘publie apology. by
derful, soul- uplzftmg (and }mpor- " the umver51tyfor its initial response’
tant) stuff; "to the situation’ and an apology by
The problem is that few of us are” - Roelf Malherbe, Schalk van der-
able to redach the heights that Tutu . Merwe, Danie Grobler and. Johnny -
has made part of his own life: The - Roberts; the students dlrectly" '
baris simply too hlgh Tt isthis that - involved'in the mc1dent N S
suggests the need foramore modest .- - Both apologies were uncondl-f ' 2 ' :
notion of reconciliation that makes - tional and.offered with a level of - 1earn1ng - mcludlng the so-called |
its own set of demands - involving . - sincerity that was. rarely. seen in: " liberal umvers1tles where Reltz like:
‘pardon, mercy, understanding anda  the’s Truth “afid - Reconculatton - gvents can occur with the ‘éase of -
wﬂlmgness to seek ways to live with Cormmnission. . = - : students havmg a beer m the local_
one’s___ versaries desplte past scars *.. . .They provide 1anguage and com— pub. :
) : lise to go'away. on mltment worthy of “emulation by - A further hurdle facmg the stu—
volves: pohtlcal common . others whotiay Went to oﬂ'eracred-- " dents involves their appeal agamst !
ther than religious” magna— ' 1tab1e apology: -~ - the judgment of the Bloemfontein
clearcheadedness - rather:| - The university; has comm1tted Mapgistrate’s Court due to be heard_ :
Troism responelble llvlng ' 1tse1f to turny awayfrom discrimina- - in June: < - A
-monk-like self.denial. It tory practices which have charac’ The response of the umverszty
freating others in the kind - terised: the milielt of many of the _'and the ‘students to the’ Equality
yul : country’s. institutions - of -higher - Couxtjudgmentlsahelpﬁzl example :
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